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Wildfires roared through southwestern 
France in August, forcing tens of 
thousands of people to evacuate. 
Europe endured its hottest summer 
ever, which many experts say is 
evidence of a changing climate. 
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MARCH 7, UKRAI lians cross a destroyed 
bridge with the assistance of soldiers as they flee 
the city of Irpin, ai of Kyiv, 11 days after 

Russian troopsfirst launched their invasion. 
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TOP OF PAGE SEPT. 19, IRAN Demonstrators gather to protest the death of Mahsa Amini, a young woman who died after being 
arrested by the Republic’s “morality police” for violating a dress code. ABOVE JUNE 14, WASHINGTON, D.C. Members of the House 
Select Committee hearing to investigate the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol watch a video of former President Donald Trump. 


~~ OCT. 4, TEXAS New York 


Yankee outfielder Aaron Judge 

i is the new king of swing and all 
bai smiles as he rounds the bases 
after hitting his 62nd home run 
against the Texas Rangers—the 
most in the American League, 
surpassing Roger Maris’ 1961 
record of 61 homers. The ball 
he hit has an estimated value of 
lion at auction. 
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SEPT. 29, FLORIDA Boats are piled up 

in the harbor at Fort Myers Beach after 

Hurricane Ian swept through the area, 
causing an estimated $67 billion indamage. ~~ 
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OCT. 28 The haunting, 
therworldly photos from the 
James Webb Space Telescope 
ent back to Earth this year are 
o science fiction. This region, 
wn as the Pillars of Creation, 
features gargoyle-like shapes and 
ghostly mirages which, in fact, 
are actually newly forming stars 
and pillars of gas and dust. 
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TOP OF PAGE JULY 9, SRI LANKA Protestors demanding the resignation of the country’s president, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, stormed the 
presidential palace in Colombo and went for a swim in the pool. ABOVE OCT. 30, BRAZIL TIME called it “the comeback of the century” 
when Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva, the leftist former President, eked out a narrow victory against the right-wing incumbent Jair Bolsonaro. 
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INVESTIGATION 
Holding a Former 
President Accountable 


n Aug. 8, as Federal Bureawof Investigation agents 
searched Mar-a-Lago, the Palm Beach, Florida, 
residence of Donald Trump, the former president 


released a statement warning of a “dark time for our 
Nation.” His home, he declared, was “under siege, raided, 
and occupied” by the FBI. “Nothing like this has ever 


happened to a President of the United States before.” 

The FBI, executing a search warrant signed by U.S. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland and approved by a 
federal judge, seized thousands of government documents 
and other materials, including a number of items marked 
as top secret or secret, that had been taken to Mar- 
a-Lago when Trump made his tumultuous exit from 
the White House. The National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) noted that all the materials 
should have been handed over when Trump left office in 
January 2021, as required by law. 

Trump and many of his supporters, from conservative 
pundits and lawmakers to far-right influencers, cast 
the search as an existential threat to the United States, 
with terms like “civil war” and “tyranny” thrown 
around on television and in online forums. Pro-Trump 
commentators called for mass arrests and suggested that 
the move would result in political violence. 

“This is warfare. The only rule in war is to win,” one 
user wrote oma popular pro-Trump forum that served as 
a staging ground for the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. 
Capitol. “We need to go on offense.” 

The surge in violent rhetoric drew concerns that it 
could inspire attacks on law enforcement. Just days 
after the Mar-a-Lago “raid,” an armed man who tried to 
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FROM LEFT Many of the documents seized by the FBI during the search were marked “secret” or 
“top secret”; a police car outside Mar-a-Lago on Aug. 8; Just two days earlier, on Aug. 6, Trump had 
appeared at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Dallas. 


break into the FBI’s Cincinnati office was shot and killed by 
police after a tense standoff. It wasn’t immediately clear if 

the incident was related to the search of Trump’s home. But 
former law enforcement officials and analysts of political 
violence warned that such developments might be merely a 
preview of what could happen as various investigations into 
Trump, who had stoked speculation about a 2024 presidential 
run, progressed further. 


The search of Mar-a-Lago, reportedly related to Trump’s 
alleged mishandling of classified documents, represented just 
one ofa variety of official probes aimed at the 45th president. 
A federal grand jury investigating efforts to overturn the 2020 
election subpoenaed senior Trump officials, while several 
state-level investigations looking into 2020 election matters 
also proceeded. Trump also found himself involved in a legal 
battle over his tax returns. 

Trump and his allies were quick to use the outrage over the 
FBI search for political gain. “I need every single red-blooded 
American Patriot to step up during this time,’ read one email 
in Trump’s name sent by his political action committee. 

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene tweeted out a picture of an 
upside-down American flag, a symbol of distress. “This is 
the rogue behavior of communist countries,” the Georgia 
Republican said in a statement. “These are the type of 

things that happen in countries during civil war.” The House 
Judiciary GOP account tweeted, “If they can do it to a former 
President, imagine what they can do to you.” 

The alarming words came with polls showing that a 
growing number of Americans think violence against the 
U.S. government can be justified, with more acceptance on 
the right: 40% of Republicans versus 23% of Democrats, 
according to a January Washington Post-University of 


Maryland poll. And in a study from researchers at the 
University of California-Davis Violence Prevention Research 
Program and the California Violence Research Center, more 
than half of Americans expect a civil war will erupt in the 
U.S. sometime “in the next few years.” 

“Republican politicians and media figures are playing 
with fire,’ Rachel Kleinfeld, a political violence analyst at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, told TIME. 
“Fanning the flames of violence through incendiary language 
is the worst possible thing they could be doing.” 

Department of Homeland Security officials have warned 
that the warlike rhetoric from Trump supporters, which 
came to fruition during the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. 
Capitol, is increasing the risk of political violence. And on 
Oct. 28, Paul Pelosi was attacked with a hammer during a 
home invasion where the assailant was searching for his wife, 
Democratic Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. 


Adding to the drama were revelations laid out by a House 
committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack that tried to deny 
Joe Biden the presidency. In carefully orchestrated televised 
hearings, the committee laid out a detailed narrative of 

the events that took place that day inside and outside the 
White House, including Trump’s actions. In what was 
likely its last hearing in October, just weeks before the 2022 
midterm elections, the committee’s vice chairwoman, Rep. 
Liz Cheney, said there was now sufficient information to 
consider criminal referrals to the Justice Department “for 
multiple individuals” involved in the attack. 

Much of that information came from people within 
Trump’s inner circle. The picture of the former president that 
emerged from testimony was often unflattering and at times 
deeply troubling. In a July hearing, Trump’s White House 
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counsel, his press team and even his diehard supplicants 

cast him as fragile and even infantile. They spared him bad 
news and placated his whims. When he wanted to deputize 
the military and the Justice Department to chase conspiracy 
theories, his own bureaucrats decided to humor him. They 
even buried his dangerous plans to name a fringe favorite as a 
special counsel empowered to seize voting machines. 

While that may seem like it reveals how Trump was blocked 
from making his own decisions, the opposite is actually true. 
Presidents, for better or worse, can pick their own teams and 
the country has to live with the consequences. In the final 
months of his presidency, Trump found himself drawn more 
to those outside of his administration who were telling him 
what he wanted to hear than to those who only wanted to do 
what was permitted under the law. As the Jan. 6 committee 
illustrated, the ex-president liked sprawling sessions where 
his advisers—both formal and ad hoc—got into screaming 
matches and traded barbs in the Oval Office. Trump fed on 
the drama, at one point opening the door leading into the 
Rose Garden so he could simultaneously hear the roar of a 
nearby crowd being fed fringe theories about voter fraud, 
foreign hackers and the Biden family’s corruption. 


Approximate number of Americans who say they 
believe violence against the government can at times be 


justified, according to a Washington Post-University 
of Maryland poll from January 2022. 


As detailed in testimony and evidence, Trump sought 
to set aside the actual verdict of voters, with some pretty 
unsavory partners guiding him, humoring him and 
empowering him. Trump’s advisers treated him like a 
child, and he met their expectations. In doing so, Trump 
proved why there are limits—however arbitrary—on 
when individuals can exercise certain powers. And in the 
presidency, power is often limited only by the elasticity 
of the ethics and the imagination of the bureaucrats 
around it. 


The bipartisan Jan. 6 Committee, which is investigating the 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol, swore 
in Capitol police officer Caroline Edwards and British documentarian Nick Quested, who filmed 
members of the Proud Boys during the attack, on June 9. The hearings riveted the nation. 
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Overturning Roe 


The Supreme Court strikes down the right to 
abortion, reshaping reproductive health care across the U.S. 


n1969, Norma McCorvey—who 
would come to be known by the 
legal pseudonym “Jane Roe”— 


became pregnant with her third child. 


She wanted an abortion, but she 
lived in Texas, where abortion was 
illegal, except when necessary to save 
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the mother’s life. Like many other 
women of the time, she had the child 
and gave the baby up for adoption. 
But then she did something that was 
unusual: Referred to lawyers seeking 
to overturn restrictive abortion laws, 
she sued. Ultimately, her case, Roe v. 


Wade, was heard by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which on Jan. 22, 1973, 

issued a 7—2 decision holding that 
the Due Process Clause of the 14th 
Amendment provides a fundamental 
right to privacy securing a pregnant 
woman’s right to an abortion. 
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From the first, it was clear that 
the ruling would be among the most 
controversial ever issued by the 
court. While the matter had been 
settled legally, TIME noted in 1973, 
“it remains a lightning rod for intense 
national debate.” Anti-abortion 
fervor fueled a movement that sought 
for decades to restrict abortion or 
overturn the Roe decision. In 1992, 
the Supreme Court upheld the right 
to abortion in another landmark case, 
Planned Parenthood v. Casey, though it 
did overturn the framework of the Roe 


LEFT Protestors gathered in front of the Supreme Court to voice their opinions on the 


Dobbs decision. ABOVE Women rallied in 1973 in support of abortion rights. 


‘IN THIS NATION, 
WE DONOT 
BELIEVETHATA 
GOVERNMENT 
CONTROLLING ALL 
PRIVATE CHOICES IS 
COMPATIBLE WITH 
AFREE PEOPLE.’ 


—Justices Breyer, Sotomayor and 
Kagan in their dissenting opinion 


ruling, allowing states to implement 
abortion restrictions that apply during 
the first trimester of pregnancy. 

But in a decision issued on June 24, 
the Supreme Court struck down the 
constitutional right to an abortion. The 
court ruled that pre-viability bans on 
elective abortions are constitutional, 
with Justice Samuel Alito writing the 
majority opinion joined by Justices 
Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett 
Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett. 
Chief Justice John Roberts filed 
his own opinion concurring in the 


judgment that pre-viability bans can 
stand, but declining to overturn Roe. 
The three liberal justices—Stephen 
Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 
Kagan—dissented. 

The ruling quickly reshaped access 
to reproductive health care across 
the U.S. Thirteen states had already 
enacted “trigger laws” designed to ban 
all or nearly all abortions once Roe was 
overturned, and more were expected. 
Oklahoma had already outlawed nearly 
all abortions before the Supreme Court 
ruled, and other conservative-led 
states moved to advance bans of their 
own following a leak of the Court’s 
draft opinion in May. Abortion rights 
advocates quickly geared up to put the 
issue on November ballots. 

“Like the infamous decision in 
Plessy v. Ferguson, Roe was also 
egregiously wrong and on a collision 
course with the Constitution from 
the day it was decided,” Alito wrote 
in his opinion, comparing Roe to the 
case that established the “separate 
but equal” doctrine used to justify 
segregation for decades. 
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“A right to abortion is not deeply 
rooted in the Nation’s history and 
traditions,” Alito noted. “On the 
contrary, an unbroken tradition 
of prohibiting abortion on pain of 
criminal punishment persisted from 
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the earliest days of the common law 
until 1973.” 

In their dissent, the court’s three 
liberal justices decried the impact 
the decision could have on the legal 
doctrine of stare decisis, which 
states that courts must adhere to 
legal precedent even if they disagree 
with it, except in exceptional 
circumstances. They argued that in 


overturning Roe, the Supreme Court 
betrayed “its guiding principles.” 
Chief Justice Roberts also invoked 
stare decisis in his concurring 
opinion. He agreed that the “viability 
line” established by Roe—which 
barred states from banning abortions 
before the point around 24 weeks 
of pregnancy when a fetus can survive 
outside the womb—should 
be “discarded,” writing “that line 
never made any sense.” But he said 
he would not go as far as to overturn 
Roe itself. “The Court’s opinion is 
thoughtful and thorough, but those 
virtues cannot compensate for the 


fact that its dramatic and consequential 
ruling is unnecessary to decide the case 
before us,” he wrote. 


PROGRESSIVE FEARS 


The June ruling in the case, known 
officially as Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, upheld a 

2018 Mississippi law banning most 
abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, 
a direct contradiction of the precedent 
established in Roe. The court’s decision 
represented a sweeping victory for 

the conservative legal movement. 
Former President Donald Trump 
nominated a wave of conservative 


WHERE ABORTION LAWS STAND TODAY 


™ Expanded Access 
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Protected 


™ Not Protected 


W Hostile illegal 


Source: Center for Reproductive Rights 
*Starting Dec. 24, all state laws in Michigan 
banning abortion will be invalidated. 


‘ABORTION... 
HAS BEEN 
CODIFIED INTO 
THE PLATFORMS 
OF BOTH MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES, 
CATAPULTINGITTO 
THE FIERY CENTER 
OF THE NATION’S 
CULTURE WARS.’ 


—Abigail Abrams, TIME 


federal judges, including three 
Supreme Court Justices—Gorsuch, 
Kavanaugh and Barrett—building the 
most conservative Supreme Court in 
a generation and providing the crucial 
votes needed to overturn Roe. 

The decision ran counter to public 
opinion, however: A May 19 NPR/ 
PBS NewsHoutr/ Marist national poll 
found that 64% of Americans opposed 
overturning Roe, while 33% supported 
it. Abortion rights immediately 
became a major issue in the 2022 
midterm elections, even as activists 
on both sides geared up for the legal 


WHERE THE FEMINISM 
ID THE 


FALL OF ROE 


ABORTION FIGHT 
GOES NEXT 


TIME’s July 25/Aug. 1 issue examined 
the decision and its consequences. 


South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham made headlines in September when he introduced 
a bill that would place a federal ban on abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy. 


battles the Dobbs decision might 
ignite. Progressives worried that 
the arguments made in the decision 
could be used to overturn other 
landmark cases rooted in similar legal 
grounding in the “right to privacy,” 
including 2003’s Lawrence v. Texas, 
which legalized same-sex sexual 
activity, and 2015’s Obergefell v. 
Hodges, which legalized same- 

sex marriage. 

In the majority opinion, Alito 
rejected the possibility of Dobbs 
impacting those decisions, writing 
that the court “stated unequivocally 
that ‘[n]othing in this opinion 
should be understood to cast doubt 
on precedents that do not concern 
abortion.” But in his concurrence, 
Thomas argued that the court should 
reconsider what rights are found in 
the Due Process clause of the 14th 
Amendment, explicitly naming 
Griswold v. Connecticut (which paved 
the way for reproductive privacy), 
Lawrence and Obergefell. 

As voters reacted to the court’s 
decision, some Republican politicians 
began to moderate their anti-abortion 
views. In September, South Carolina 


Sen. Lindsey Graham introduced a 
bill that would ban abortions after 

15 weeks of pregnancy nationwide. 
The legislation marked a reversal for 
Graham, who had previously argued 
that allowing each state to decide its 
own policy on abortion would be the 
“most constitutionally sound” way of 
dealing with the issue. 

But in November, voters who 
supported reproductive freedom 
turned out in force for the midterms, 
blunting what was widely expected to 
be a Republican wave. Five states had 
abortion-related referendums on the 
ballot. Voters in Michigan, California 
and Vermont approved initiatives 
to protect or expand abortion rights 
in their state constitutions. And 
in the deep-red states of Kentucky 
and Montana, voters rejected ballot 
measures that would further infringe 
on abortion rights. “If you’re the 
anti-abortion movement and you 
can’t win a vote like that in Kentucky, 
the question is can you win a vote like 
that anywhere?” says Mary Ziegler, a 
professor at UC Davis School of Law 
who has written four books about the 
politics of abortion. 
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American Violence 


After mass shootings nationwide, Congress passes the most 
significant gun control legislation in nearly three decades. 


he day after a gunman took the 

lives of 19 young children and 

two adults in Uvalde, Texas, 
the Robb Elementary School was at 
the center of a frenzy. Members of 
the close-knit Uvalde community 
hoping to pay their respects to those 
slain inside the school on May 24 had 
to navigate around several barriers 
to get close to the building, including 
throngs of journalists and media 
cameras, caution tape wrapped 
around the facility, and rows of law 
enforcement in large white vehicles 
investigating the crime scene. 
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Still, people came, from Uvalde and 
neighboring towns, to lay flowers on the 
“Welcome...Bienvenidos” sign in front 
of the school. “We won't let these babies 
be forgotten,’ one woman said after she 
and her partner laid a bouquet down. 


Number of gun violence deaths 
in the U.S. in 2022, as of Nov. 11, 
according to the Gun Violence Archive. 


It was an all-too-familiar scene and an 
all-too-familiar tragedy, different in its 
details but similar in its horrific violence 
to other mass shootings that have 
shaken the U.S. Salvador Ramos, a high 
school student with few friends, shot 
and severely wounded his grandmother 
before entering Robb Elementary 
through an unlocked side door carrying 
two military-style rifles he’d purchased 
legally shortly after his 18th birthday. 
He killed his victims and then remained 
in the school for more than an hour 
before members of a U.S. Border Patrol 
tactical team fatally shot him. 


Jayce L 
ay 


Beyond the grief that swept through 
the town following the shooting—the 
third-deadliest school in the U.S., 
after the Virginia Tech shooting in 
2007 and the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School shooting in 2012—there 
was outrage over the delayed police 
response to the incident. Some 376 
law enforcement officers responded 
to the Robb Elementary shooting, but 
none immediately took the lead to 
coordinate the scene. 

“There is an emptiness,” said 
Julian Moreno, whose 10-year-old 
great-granddaughter, Alexandria 
“Lexi” Aniyah Rubio, was killed in 
the shooting. The little girl whom he 
used to pick up from school each day, 
whom he’d watched play baseball, and 
who dreamed of being a lawyer, 
was gone. 

The shooting in Uvalde came just 
10 days after another mass shooting 
that shocked Americans: On May 
14, ayoung man killed 10 people at 
a supermarket in Buffalo, New York. 
The accused gunman, 18-year-old 
Payton S. Gendron, made no secret 
about his motive: He came to the 
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ABOVE The June 20/27 cover of TIME 
listed every city that has suffered one of 
America’s 213 mass shootings to date. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


OPPOSITE PAGE A memorial to the 21 victims at Robb Elementary School. Top Video 
footage showed Uvalde, Texas, police waited more than an hour before taking action. 
ABOVE Actor Matthew McConaughey, a native of Uvalde, holds up a photo of a victim. 


supermarket “to take as many Black 
lives as possible,” as Buffalo Mayor 
Byron Brown put it. Gendron allegedly 
posted a racist manifesto online 
before the carnage. 

About a month after the Uvalde 
shooting, there was another mass 
shooting, this one at an Independence 
Day parade in Highland Park, Illinois, 
that left seven people dead and 48 
others wounded. Some eight hours 
after the shooting, authorities took 
Robert E. Crimo III into custody. 
Police revealed that the 21-year-old 
suspect had allegedly been planning 
the attack for weeks. 


In late June, the Democrat- 
controlled House of Representatives 
responded to the violence by 
passing the most significant gun 
control legislation in nearly three 
decades. The Senate passed the bill in 
a late-night session, sending a modest 
set of gun safety measures to President 
Joe Biden’s desk. The bill called for 
enhanced background checks for 
younger buyers and funded a flurry 
of new mental health programs, 
though it fell well short of more 
sweeping gun-control measures that 
Biden had called for. The president 
signed the bill into law on June 25. 
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Rising Prices, 
Rising Worries 


Higher costs at the store and pump stoke consumer concerns. 


he U.S. economy experienced 
T asurge in inflation in 2022 to 
levels last seen 40 years ago. By 

July, the consumer price index had risen 
9.1% from a year earlier—the largest 
gain since the end of 1981, according 
to data released by the U.S. Labor 
Department. The widely followed 
inflation gauge increased 1.3% from 
a month earlier, the most since 2005, 
reflecting higher gasoline, shelter and 
food costs. The so-called core CPI, 
which strips out the more volatile food 
and energy components, advanced 
0.7% from the prior month and 5.9% 
from the year before, above forecasts. 

Economists were predicting an 8.8% 
year-over-year increase, affirming 
what consumers already knew: Their 
money wasn’t going as far as it used to. 

Federal Reserve officials pursued an 
ageressive policy course of interest- 
rate hikes to rein in what increasingly 
became clear was a stubborn trend. 
Inflation can be caused by many 
things—increased consumer demand, 
a rise in wages, a spike in other 
costs. This time around, economists 
generally agreed, inflation was being 
caused by an overwhelmed logistics 
network resulting from COVID-19 


National gas price average on June 13, 
an all-time high according to AAA 


pandemic disruptions. “If you look at 
where prices are rising, it’s not across 


the board, it’s in really specific sectors” 


like lumber and cars, explained 

J. W. Mason, an economics professor 
at John Jay College. These sectors 
can’t produce things as quickly as 
consumers want them for a variety of 
reasons, he noted. 


While inflation did moderate slightly 
by fall, several factors, such as housing, 
promised to keep price pressures 
elevated. Geopolitical issues, including 
COVID-19 lockdowns in China and 
Russia’s war in Ukraine, also continued 
to endanger supply chains and the 
inflation outlook, making the economic 
picture uncertain. 


“WE HAVE GOT TO GET INFLATION 
BEHIND US. IWISH THERE WEREA 
PAINLESS WAY TO DO THAT. THERE ISN'T.’ 


—Jerome Powell, chair of the Federal Reserve 
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OPPOSITE PAGE Higher gas prices contributed to rising costs across the country. ABOVE President Joe Biden shakes Sen. Joe Manchin’s 
hand after signing the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 into law. Manchin (D-W.Va) had previously threatened to not support the bill. 


Fighting Inflation 
Through Legislation 


Rising prices, which sap purchasing 
power and consumer confidence, 
ratcheted up political pressure on 
President Joe Biden and congressional 
Democrats. In response, in August the 
Senate passed the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022. The broad climate, tax 
and health care package delivered key 
pieces of Biden’s stalled economic 
agenda. The House of Representatives 
followed suit, with every Democrat 
voting for it. Biden signed it into 

law on Aug. 16, making it one of the 
most significant achievements of his 
administration. Some of the highlights: 


The legislation launched a new era of 
climate policy in America. Experts 
said it would dramatically accelerate 
the decline in U.S. carbon emissions, 


putting the country within reach of 
the Biden Administration’s goal of 
slashing emissions in half by 2030 in 
comparison to 2005 levels. At the core 
of the legislation are a variety of tax 
credits for companies that build wind 
and solar power, as well as a slew 

of other clean energy technologies. 
Beyond that, a range of industries will 
be nudged to decarbonize production. 
Tax incentives will also create a range 
of new opportunities for Americans 
that can help them to make their 
homes more energy efficient. 


Medicare will now be able to 
negotiate with drug makers to lower 
prescription drug prices, something 
that governments in many other 
wealthy countries do; the policy wasa 
long-held priority for Democrats. The 
package will also cap out-of-pocket 
costs that seniors pay for medications 
at $2,000 annually and require 


Percentage of rise in Consumer Price 
Index (which measure changes in the cost 
of food, housing, gas, utilities and other 
goods) for September 2022—the 
highest in nearly 40 years. 


pharmaceutical companies to pay 
rebates if their drug prices rise faster 
than inflation. 


The act is not designed to increase taxes 
on small businesses or on families that 
make $400,000 or less. Instead, some 
corporations will pay more tax than 
they currently do. Additional funding 
for the Internal Revenue Service aims to 
improve tax compliance, bringing in an 
estimated increase in revenue. 
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The Red Wave 
That Failed to Crest 


Republicans underperformed expectations at the polls. 


s the campaign season for 

the 2022 midterm elections 

wound down, Republicans 
across the country were in high 
spirits. With inflation at a 40-year 
high, the stock market dipping 
and an unpopular Democrat in the 
White House, there seemed good 
reason to expect a GOP romp. But 
the anticipated red wave was barely 
a ripple. 


TOP Democratic Lt. Gov. John Fetterman 
flipped a Pennsylvania Senate seat. 
RIGHT With his big win, Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis put the nation on notice. 
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Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer got help from former President Barack Obama to 
help retain her post, despite being a frequent target of far-right rhetoric. 


Republicans were expected to have 
done better, and the overall results 
demonstrated the limits of former 
President Donald Trump’s influence on 
voters. In Pennsylvania, Democratic Lt. 
Gov. John Fetterman beat TV talk show 
host Dr. Mehmet Oz, a Republican 
endorsed by Trump for Senate. In 
two governor’s races, Democrat Josh 
Shapiro trounced Trump-endorsed 
Republican Doug Mastriano in 
Pennsylvania, while Trump’s pick, 
Tudor Dixon, failed to unseat Democrat 
Gretchen Whitmer in Michigan. Two 
incumbent Democratic senators seen 
as vulnerable, Maggie Hassan of New 
Hampshire and Michael Bennet of 
Colorado, won re-election decisively. 
And with Arizona’s Mark Kelly and 


WITH THEIR 
VOTES, THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 
HAVE SPOKEN. 
THEY HAVE PROVEN 
ONCE AGAIN THAT 
DEMOCRACY IS 
WHO WE ARE. 


—President Joe Biden 


Nevada’s Catherine Cortez Mastro’s 
late victories, Democrats managed to 
maintain control of the Senate. 

Still, several candidates backed by 
Trump won their elections, including 
author J.D. Vance, who defeated 
Democratic Rep. Tim Ryan for an Ohio 
Senate seat despite running a lackluster 
campaign. And the GOP made big gains 
in Florida, with Gov. Ron DeSantis 
winning reelection by a huge margin, 

a sign that Florida’s electorate has 
swung to the Republicans, with major 
potential ramifications for the electoral 
map in the 2024 presidential elections 
and making DeSantis a likely contender 
for a presidential bid. At press time, 

the Georgia Senate race was heading 

to arunoff on Dec. 6, after neither 
Republican Herschel Walker nor 
incumbent Democratic Sen. Raphael 
Warnock reached 50% of the vote. 

Midterm elections are usually seen 
as areferendum on the policies of 
the sitting president. But Democrats 
had apparently staved off widespread 
defeat in part by focusing on fears of 
Republican right-wing extremism. 
Abortion and disapproval of 
Trump may have also factored into 
Democratic victories. 


Getting Past 
Partisanship 


“We live in a time of 
hyper-partisanship 
fueled by cable news 
and social media that 
focuses on the screaming 
and the yelling and 
not on the bipartisan 
problem solving,” says 
Rep. Josh Gottheimer 
(D-NJ), who along with 
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-PA) co-chairs the 
Problem Solvers Caucus, 
a Congressional group 
equally divided between 
Republicans and 
Democrats committed to 
finding common ground 
on key issues. “The truth 
is that day to day, behind 
the scenes, most of us 
in Congress are focused 
on getting things done 
for folks,” Gottheimer 
adds. He points to the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Bill; the PACT Act, which 
expands medical benefits 
for veterans exposed 
to toxins from burning 
pits of trash on military 
bases; a bipartisan gun- 
safety bill; and a $280 
billion package that will 
help make U.S. computer 
chip companies more 
self-reliant. But with a 
new Congress that looks 
to be remain politically 
divided in the term 
ahead, the caucus has its 
work cut out for them. 
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Mississippi residents face a clean water 


crisis, Texas authorities make a ee se = 


discovery and more national news. _ = 
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IAN BATTERS FLORIDA ee 
Hurricane Ian pummeled Florida’s 
Southwestern coast on Sept. 28 with 
150 mph winds before moving toward 
Orlando, leaving more than 2.5 million 
people across the state without power 
and creating widespread flooding in 
the areas that were in the Category 4 
storm’s destructive path. President Joe 
Biden said Ian could be the “deadliest 
hurricane in Florida’s history,’ during a 
FEMA briefing. 

Ian brought torrential rain, storm 
surges up to 18 feet and flooding that / 
swept away cars, toppled infrastructure, 
trapped people in their homes and" 
devastated communities,“You’re’ , 
looking ata storm that’s changedthe ' . , | 
character of a significant partofour / { #-f? 
state,’ Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said. 
“This is going to require years of effort, 
to be able to rebuild, to come back.” 

After rolling through Florida, 
Ian’s severity weakened; it hit South . , 
Carolina as a Category 1 hurricane, \ or 
and was then downgraded toa tropical _ ) , ' 
storm as it moved up the East Coast. Se es e my! 
More thari a hundred deaths weré\ «= 9. »: = “| ; 
attributed to the storm. 


Ce 
a bridge, leading fromFort Myers: 
ee " to Pine Island, Florida, was heavily - 


damaged in the storm, ae the 
island only reachable by boat or ai 


InBrief 


A hurricane devastates much of Florida, 
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AUTHOR SALMAN 

RUSHDIE ATTACKED 

Salman Rushdie has faced a long 
history of threats since the publication 
of his 1988 novel, The Satanic Versus, 
and the subsequent fatwa (an edict 
calling for his assassination), issued 
by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, then 
Supreme Leader of Iran. On Aug. 12, 
Rushdie was at a speaking engagement 
at the Chautauqua Institution in 
western New York when his alleged 
attacker, Hadi Matar, 24, leaped onto 
the stage and stabbed him roughly 15 
times. Rushdie, 75, was rushed to the 
hospital; he suffered liver damage, 
severed nerves in his arm and damage 
to an eye. Matar was charged with 
attempted murder and assault and 
faces trial. 


FLORIDA PASSES 

“DON’T SAY GAY” BILL 

In March, Gov. DeSantis signed the 
Parental Rights in Education bill, 
referred to by critics as the “Don’t Say 
Gay” bill. The legislation bans public 
school districts from teaching about 
sexual orientation or gender identity 
in kindergarten through the third 
grade, or “in a manner that is not 
age-appropriate or developmentally 
appropriate for students”—language 
that critics say could extend the ban to 
higher grade levels. 

State Rep. Joe Harding, a Republican 
who introduced the bill, told TIME in 
February that the bill’s intention was to 
keep parents “in the know and involved 
on what’s going on” with their child’s 
education, but critics argued the bill 
was discriminatory, and an attempt by 
Republican lawmakers to stir support 
amid increasing politicization of 
LGBTQ rights and heightened scrutiny 
of what children are taught in schools. 
But LGBTQ advocates warn that the 
law would make classrooms unsafe 
spaces for children who are LGBTQ or 
whose family members are LGBTQ. 


The lead up to, and passing of, 
the bill sparked protests around the 
state. Orlando’s Disney World even 
faced consequences, after Disney’s 
chief executive, Bob Chapek, angered 
Republican lawmakers when he said 
at a shareholder meeting that he had 
called DeSantis to express concern 
about the legislation. Chapek also 
said Disney would review the political 
contributions it makes to Republican 
lawmakers who supported the bill. As 
aresult, DeSantis terminated Disney’s 
special tax status in Florida, stripping 
the company of protections that have 
allowed the theme park to self-govern 
for nearly six decades within a special 
Orlando-area tax district. The status 
helped Disney circumvent some state 
and county regulations when doing 
work in the parks, and allowed it to 
run its own emergency services in the 
district. The company was also exempt 
from many taxes and fees, which 
saved it tens of millions of dollars a 
year. It’s unclear exactly how much 
Florida’s move will cost Disney. The law 
dissolving the special tax district goes 
into effect in June 2023. 


LIVING WITHOUT 

CLEAN WATER 

Around 180,000 residents in and 
around Jackson, Mississippi—the state 
capital and its largest city—had little or 
no safe drinking water for weeks in late 
summer after the city’s primary water 
treatment plant failed. “Until it is fixed, 
we do not have reliable running water 
at scale,” Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves 
said in an announcement that activated 
the National Guard and declared a state 
of emergency. “The city cannot produce 
enough water to fight fires, to flush 
toilets and to meet other critical needs.” 
The state health department warned 
people in Jackson not to drink, brush 
their teeth, wash dishes or cook with 
the water before boiling it because of 
the health risks. “It’s crazy how much 
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Police examined the scene where dozens of people were found dead in the back of a semitrailer, which was left in a remote 
area in southwestern San Antonio. The 53 men and women were victims of a human smuggling operation. 


you underestimate the way that water 
makes the world go round until you 
don’t have it or you can’t use it,’ said 
Maisie Brown, a community activist 
and organizer in Jackson. 

O.B. Curtis Water Treatment Plant, 
the facility that serves Jackson, had 
been relying on backup pumps, which 
have limited water pressure, since its 
main pumps failed weeks earlier. Then 
the Pear] River, which runs through the 
city, began flooding and damaged the 
already vulnerable treatment plant— 
causing Jackson residents to lose most 
of their water pressure altogether. 

“Tt’s just kind of a Jackson joke. 
We always have a boil-water notice 
and there’s always something wrong 
with the treatment center,’ Anna Lois 
Callen, a Jackson resident, told TIME. 
As aresult of the crisis, public schools 
shifted to virtual learning and many 
day cares and preschools shut down, 
affecting parents’ abilities to go 
to work. Water pressure was finally 
back to normal in early September, 


and by mid-month, the boil water 
advisory had been lifted. 


FATAL MIGRANT 
SMUGGLING 

A worker on a desolate stretch of road 
in San Antonio, some 120 or more miles 
from the Mexican border, heard a cry 
for help coming from a tractor trailer 
on the evening of June 27. Imagine his 
horror when he opened the vehicle 

and found dozens of bodies inside— 
migrants smuggled into the country. 
Firefighters, the San Antonio Police and 
Homeland Security Investigations were 
soon on the scene. 

Of the 67 migrants in the truck, 53 
eventually died, including Mexicans, 
Hondurans, Guatemalans and 
Salvadorans. The incident is believed 
to be the deadliest people smuggling 
tragedy in recent U.S. history. Those 
found alive at the scene were “hot to the 
touch,” San Antonio Fire Chief Charles 
Hood said on the day of the discovery, 
when temperatures reached 101°F. 


“They were suffering from heat stroke, 
heat exhaustion. No signs of water in 
the vehicle. It was a refrigerated tractor 
trailer, but there was no visible working 
A/C unit on that rig.’ He added that 

the survivors were too weak to help 
themselves out of the vehicle but were 
conscious. “We’re not supposed to open 
up atruck and see stacks of bodies in 
there,’ Hood said. “None of us come to 
work imagining that.” 

The discovery came as the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security 
reported record encounters at the 
U.S.-Mexico border—with Customs 
and Border Protection agents 
stopping migrants 239,000 times in 
May, the month before this incident. 
The tragedy also immediately became 
a political issue, with Texas governor 
Greg Abbott blaming President 
Biden’s “open borders policy” — 
despite the fact that the border was 
all-but-closed to legal migrants and 
asylum seekers as a result of measures 
put in place by Donald Trump during 
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the COVID-19 pandemic. Advocates 
for migrants say the policy—which 
used Title 42 of the U.S. Code—is 
driving people to increasingly 
desperate and illegal methods to enter 
the U.S. Four men were charged in 
connection to the crime; two of the 
suspects could face life in prison or 
the death penalty if convicted. 


NATIONAL BABY 

FORMULA SHORTAGE 

Moms and dads were forced to scour 
social media or cross state lines to get 
hold of baby formula last spring amid 

a national shortage driven by ongoing 
pressure on supply chains. By the end 
of April, 40% of popular baby formula 
brands were sold out at U.S. retailers, 
according to an analysis by Datasembly 
of more than 11,000 stores; in some 
states, that number topped 50%. 

The strain on supplies forced major 
retailers to limit the amount of formula 
customers could buy, and frustrated 
parents posted pictures on social media 
showing empty shelves. Along with 

the usual factors affecting the supply 
chains, the shortage of baby formula 
was exacerbated when Abbott— 
producer of top U.S. brand Similac— 
shut a major factory in Michigan and 
issued three product recalls in February 
over contamination concerns after two 
babies who were fed formula produced 
in the factory died. 

Ultimately, the Biden administration 
instituted “Operation Fly Formula” and 
began importing it from Europe, and 
Abbot worked with the FDA to reopen 
the Michigan factory. But even in the 
fall parents were still complaining 
about short stocks: According to a 
survey conducted by the U.S. Census 
Bureau, nearly a third of households 
with a baby younger than 12 months old 
said they had trouble finding formula 
over the course of a week in September, 
and more than 40% said they had only a 
week’s supply or less on hand. 


STUDENT LOAN 
FORGIVENESS EFFORT 
About 20 million Americans hoped to 
have their student loan debt wiped out 
as part of a debt forgiveness program 


sponsored by the Biden administration. 


The program was created to forgive 

up to $20,000 in student debt 

per borrower. “I’m keeping my 
commitment to relieve student debt as 
borrowers recover from this economic 
crisis caused by the once-in-a-lifetime 
pandemic,” President Biden said. 

But Republicans and several 
conservative groups oppose the plan, 
saying states will lose tax revenue. 

On Nov. 11, the Biden administration 
stopped accepting new applications 
after a federal judge in Texas blocked 
the plan. On Nov. 14, a federal appeals 
court issued a nationwide injunction 
temporarily barring the program. 

If the program is allowed to continue, 
those who make less than $125,000 
per year, or married couples who 


$1.6 


TRILLION 


Amount of federal student loan debt, 
owed by about 45 million people 


make less than $250,000 per year, 
would be eligible for up to $10,000 

in loan forgiveness. Borrowers who 
met those same income requirements 
and attended college with Pell Grants, 
designed to help low-income students, 
would be eligible for up to $20,000 

in forgiveness. More than 40 million 
borrowers were expected to receive 
some debt relief through this program. 
A report by the Congressional Budget 
Office estimated the plan could 

cost about $400 billion. 


On Aug. 25, borrowers rallied in front of the White House to celebrate a new Biden 
Administration program that would cancel a portion of many student loans. 
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People in the News 


Here’s who made headlines across the country in 2022. 


Ketanji Brown Jackson 


influential United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia 


“For too long our government, our 
courts, haven’t looked like America,’ 
said President Joe Biden in February, 
when he nominated Ketanji Brown 
Jackson to become the 116th Associate 
Justice of the United States Supreme 
Court. After being confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate on April 7, Jackson was 

set to become the first Black woman 
to serve on the high court. Sen. Cory 
Booker, a Democrat from New Jersey, 
called her confirmation “a 21st century 
Jackie Robinson moment, a moment 
in which barriers were at long last 
broken.” Jackson, a former federal 
public defender and judge on the 


Circuit, came to the Supreme Court 
with considerable trial experience— 
more, Booker noted, than any current 
Supreme Court Justice. 


HER 
CONFIRMATION IS 
THE EMBODIMENT 
OF OUR ANCESTORS’ 
WILDEST DREAMS. 


—Sen. Cory Booker, on 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 


Mary Peltola 


For 49 years, Republican Don Young 
represented Alaska in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. So when Young, 
the longest-serving member of Alaska’s 
congressional delegation, died in 
March, Alaskans had their first chance 
in nearly half a century to reset their 
foothold in Washington. They used the 
opportunity to make a political pivot: 
In aspecial election to fill out Young’s 
term, former state representative Mary 
Peltola, a Democrat who until this year 
was relatively unknown throughout 
the state, defeated Republican Sarah 
Palin, Alaska’s former governor and a 
conservative lightning rod endorsed 
by President Donald Trump. With her 
victory, Peltola, a member of the Yup’ik 
tribe, became the first Alaska Native to 
serve in Congress. She had to run for 

a full two-year term in November; at 
press time, she had won 47 percent of 
the vote versus Palin’s 27 percent. 
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Cassidy Hutchinson 


At a hearing on June 28, the 

House committee investigating the 
Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol 
heard from a surprise witness. 
Cassidy Hutchinson, an aide to 
former White House Chief of 

Staff Mark Meadows, provided an 
explosive behind-the-scenes account 
of Trump’s desperate attempts 


to hold onto power, including an 


Liz Cheney 


Before Jan. 6, 2021, Liz Cheney 
enjoyed a privileged place in the 
Republican Party. The daughter 

of former Vice President Dick 
Cheney, she was a player in her own 
right among conservative groups 

in Washington, D.C. In 2016, she 
won election to her father’s former 
House seat representing Wyoming 
and quickly moved into the ranks of 
party leadership. After the attack on 
the U.S. Capitol, however, Cheney 
joined nine of her GOP colleagues in 
voting to impeach Trump. She then 
took a seat on the panel investigating 
the siege, becoming its vice chair. 
For that, she paid a price: In August, 
Cheney decisively lost a Republican 
primary in Wyoming, falling to a rival 


episode in which Trump allegedly 
tried to commandeer the presidential 
limousine and assaulted a Secret 
Service agent after his security 
detail refused to drive him to 

the Capitol to be with supporters 
trying to block the election 
certification. “We can never let 
this man-child Trump ever become 
president again,” Rep. Ruben 
Gallego, Democrat of Arizona, 

said after the hearing. 


backed by Trump. Even in defeat, 

she insisted that she would fight the 
machine that operates in fealty to—or 
fear of—Trump. 


Joe Manchin 


Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders took 

to the airwaves this summer to accuse 
a fellow Democrat, West Virginia Sen. 
Joe Manchin, of double-crossing his 
own party. “The problem was that 

we continue to talk to Manchin like 
he was serious,’ Sanders told ABC’s 
This Week. In a political body famed 
for its comity, that was the equivalent 
of unleashing an air horn inside an 
oboe recital. With Democrats holding 
arazor-thin majority in the Senate, 
Manchin, an unrepentant naysayer 
to party orthodoxy, effectively 
scuttled huge swaths of the party’s 
agenda, such as a tax hike on the 
wealthy. In late July, however, he 
handed Democrats a big victory 
when he cut a deal with Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, the Senate Majority 
Leader, to back the Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022, a sprawling 
climate, health care and tax bill 


(see page 25). 
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World 


ATTACK ON UKRAINE ° QUEEN ELIZABETH II’S DEATH © WEATHER DISASTERS ° ASSASSINATION IN JAPAN 


INVASION OF UKRAINE 
War in Europe 


reelance photojournalist Maxim 

Dondyuk will never forget the 

plaintive whistling sound that 
mortar shells make as they fall. Nor 
will he not forget the sting of their 
shrapnel, or the sight of the women 
and children he photographed during 
shelling near the city of Kyiv in March. 
“T don’t stay here and do this because 
Iam a masochist,’ Dondyuk, who is 
Ukrainian, told TIME. “I do it because 
sometimes a photo can change people, 
change societies.” With luck, he said, it 
might help stop a war. 

Dondyuk was in Kyiv when Russian 
forces invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24. 
Over the previous months, as Russia 
massed troops along the Ukrainian 
border, the Biden administration 
issued dire warnings and made 
diplomatic efforts to deter Russian 
President Vladimir Putin from 
striking, Before the invasion there had 
been room for hope in the West that 
Moscow’s ambitions would be focused 
on the border regions Putin had long 
described as historical possessions of 
Russia. But by the time missiles began 
falling on military sites and cities 
across the entirety of Ukraine, it was 
abundantly clear that Putin had long- 
standing grudges to settle and larger 
aims in mind. 

He said as much in declaring the war. 
Rather than identifying Ukraine as his 
ultimate target, he placed the United 


States and its allies at the center of his 
speech, saying it was the West that had 
created the “fundamental threats” to 
Russia that prompted him to launch the 
war, and that it was the West that Russia 
would seek to humble in the ensuing 
fight. The U.S. and its allies, Putin said, 
“tried to crush us, beat us down and 
finish us off.... We remember that and 
will never forget it” 

If Putin saw the war as a way to 
assert the power and prestige of 
Russia—fighting back against the 
expansion of NATO that took place 
in the decades following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union—President Joe 
Biden saw it as something else. “This 
was never about genuine security 
concerns on [Russia’s| part. It was 
always about naked aggression, about 


The March 28/April 4 cover of TIME 
captured the devastation of the 
invasion of Ukraine. 


Putin’s desire for empire by any means 
necessary,’ he said after the war began. 
Putin urged Ukrainian troops to 
lay down their arms as the mighty 
Russian military bore down, and 
vowed to retaliate against countries 
who interfered with Russia’s actions. 
Western countries rallied around 
Ukraine, however, providing military 
support and announcing sanctions 
aimed at crippling the Russian 
economy. Leaders in Sweden and 
Finland, meanwhile, announced in 
May their countries would apply for 
NATO membership. 


A SURPRISING RETREAT 
The fighting in Ukraine did not quite 
go as Putin might have imagined. 
Russia initially took a “shock and 
awe” approach hoping to overwhelm 
Ukrainian forces, launching airstrikes 
on key cities followed by large-scale 
infantry attacks aimed at the capital, 
Kyiv; the second-largest city, Kharkiv; 
the Donbas region in the east; and 
the areas north of Crimea in the 
south, which Russia had annexed in 
2014. Putin’s goal was to conquer all 
of Ukraine in one sweeping thrust, 
decapitating the government of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky and installing a puppet 
regime in Kyiv. 

The plan failed, a victim of Russian 
overconfidence, terrible generalship, 
bad intelligence, antiquated 
equipment and execrable logistics. 
Ukrainian fighters and civilians put 


At least 12 million people have left _ 
their homes since the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, according to the United 
Nations, but in recent months a few 
hundred thousand have returned. 
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TOP A missile strike destroys an apartment building in the capital of Kyiv in late February. LEFT Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had long eyed an invasion of Ukraine to minimize what he claimed was a threat from Western powers. RIGHT Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky rallied his country—and much of the world—to counter Russia’s attack. 
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TO PROVIDE UKI RAINI 
WITH THE EQUIPME i 
IT NEEDS TO DEFE 
ITSELF, UNDETERRE 
BY RUSSIA’S BRAZEN | 
EFFORT TO REDRAW 
THE BORDERS OF ITS 
NEIGHBOR. 


-—President Joe Biden, Sept. 30 


An unidentified soldier’s body lies near a burning Russian armored personnel carrier in Kharkiv. To date, more than 10,000 
deaths have been reported in the region, but experts say that number is severely underestimated. 


up a surprisingly stout resistance, 
spurred on by the spirited leadership 
of Zelensky, who refused to leave 

the capital. By April, Russian forces 


Russia, too, was suffering staggering 
losses in men and materiel. With Russia 
having expended most of its long- 
range missiles, the conflict became a 
grinding war of attrition on the front 
lines. Foreign governments increased 
the amount of advanced weapons they 


were in retreat from Kyiv, turning 

their attention instead on eastern 

and southern regions—particularly 

the Donbas, home to two breakaway 
states that had been under pro-Russian 
separatist control since 2014—and 
terrorizing the Ukrainian people with a 
deliberate campaign of war crimes. 

By July, bloody fighting and attacks 
on civilians had resulted in tens of 
thousands of deaths, the displacement 
of 12 million Ukrainians abroad or 
within the country, and at least $100 
billion in infrastructure damage. 


Approximate amount of U.S. military aid 
provided to Ukraine in 2022, as of Nov. 3 


were sending Ukraine—in July, the U.S. 
committed to providing additional mid- 
range rocket-launching systems known 
as HIMARS—but it took time to train 
Ukrainians to use them. 


Then in September, the direction of the 
war changed dramatically. After making 
it known that they would be launching 
a major counteroffensive in the south, 
Ukrainian forces struck in the north, in 
the province that surrounds the city of 
Kharkiv. In a week, Ukraine regained 
more territory than Russia had captured 
in months. The mood of Ukraine’s 
political and military leaders soared as 
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Timeline of War 


In late November 2021, Russian troops amass along Ukraine’s 
border. By late January 2022, NATO troops are put on alert. 


February 
After recognizing two pro-Russian regions in Donetsk and Luhansk, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin launches an invasion on Feb. 24. 
HIs forces attack Kyiv but are compelled to retreat within weeks. 


March 
Russian troops capture the Kherson province, hoping to secure their 
hold on the Black Sea coast and connect Crimea, which was illegally 
annexed in 2014, with the breakaway eastern republics. 


April 
Ukraine, aided by U.S. intelligence, sinks the Russian warship 
Moskva, the flagship of its Black Sea Fleet. 


May 
Ukrainian troops in the port city of Mariupol surrender after weeks 
of Russian bombardment that killed thousands of civilians. 


June 
Ukrainian forces gain control of Snake Island in the Black Sea off 
the Ukrainian city of Odesa. 


July 
Russian troops capture Lysychansk, a city in the eastern Luhansk 
region, but fail to make further significant gains in the area. 


August 
Ukraine makes it known it is launching a counteroffensive in the 
southern Kherson region. An attack on an air base in Crimea 
reportedly destroys nine Russian aircraft. 


September 
Ukraine launches a counteroffensive in the north, recapturing the 
Kharkiv area. Putin institutes a draft in Russia. 


October 
Ukraine continues to push its advantage, making further inroads 
into Russian-held areas in the north and in the south. 


November 
Ukrainian forces move deeper into southern areas as Russian 
troops retreat from Kherson. The nation faces power shortages. 


Russian morale sank. Ukraine’s forces 
continued advancing in the northeast, 
chasing Russian troops who left behind 
tanks and other weapons as they fled. In 
the south, around the city of Kherson, 
Ukraine also began making headway. 
Just as Ukraine demonstrated in 
the war’s early weeks that Russian 
victory plans were pure delusion, the 
September counteroffensive proved 
to governments in the U.S. and Europe 
that supporting Ukraine was an 
investment that offered returns. For 
Putin, it was a humiliation. From the 
beginning, he’d tried to shield Russians 
from the truth of the conflict, terming 
it a “Special Military Operation” and 
imposing draconian laws aimed at 
curbing antiwar dissent. As his losses 


Estimated cost to the global economy in 
lost output, according to the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development 


mounted, he refused the demands of 
hawkish Russian nationalists to order 
a military draft, perhaps fearing that 
conscription would dramatically shift 
Russian public opinion against the war. 
After Ukraine’s gains in September, 
however, he pivoted, announcing a 
conscription that would put 300,000 
Russian civilians into military service. 
As press gangs rounded up men on 
the street and in shops, thousands 
of others fled Russia to avoid the 
prospect of fighting in Ukraine. “The 
people around me are terrified due to 
mobilization,’ said one Russian man, 
“because now this affects everyone.” 
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LEFT Couples were torn apart as men 
headed to the battlefront. ABOVE A 
Ukrainian soldier celebrated in early 
April after Russia abandoned its goal 
of encircling Kyiv. 


Ukraine’s successes in September 
and into October may have changed 
the trajectory of the war, but military 
experts note that the Russian army 
has over the decades been capable of 
throwing equipment and men into a 
fight at crucial moments. The Russians 
may be able to regroup as winter sets in 
and Ukraine’s advance slows. Putin has 
also indulged in nuclear saber rattling 
as the fortunes of war have turned 
against him. Western leaders must 
gauge how dangerous he may become if 
he is backed into a corner. 
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A New Monarch 


After 70 years on the throne, Britain’s steadfast 
Queen Elizabeth II passes away at age 96. 


he Feb. 18, 1952, issue of TIME 
T took note of amomentous 

transition of power. For the first 
time in 51 years, British officers directed 
their wardroom and regimental toasts 
“to the Queen” instead of “to the King.” 
The new monarch—Queen Elizabeth 
II—was just 25 years old at the time, 
having assumed the throne upon the 
death of her father, George VI. Not 
since the long reign of Elizabeth’s great- 
great grandmother Queen Victoria had 
Britons had a monarch who was nota 
king. But, the TIME story noted, they 
“felt in their bones that Elizabeth will 
be good for them.” 

With her death on Sept. 8, at age 
96, Britons once again faced the 
unfamiliar: Only people of a certain 
age could remember an English 
monarch other than Elizabeth II. 

Her extraordinary reign of 70 years 
spanned 15 British prime ministers 
and 14 U.S. presidents. She was the 
longest-reigning monarch in British 
history. The previous record-holder 
was Queen Victoria, who ruled for 
about 64 years, from 1837 to 1901. 

Elizabeth inherited the throne of a 
country almost broken by the legacy 
of war and remained upon it through 
a time of epochal change both for the 
United Kingdom and the world. The 
U.K. was the seat of an empire that 
spanned the globe in 1952 but had 
become a much smaller player on the 
world’s stage by the time of her death. 
But the queen remained the sovereign 
leader of 15 nations—including 
Australia, Canada and New Zealand— 
and head of aCommonwealth of more 
than 50 nations. She traveled around 
the world as an ambassador for British 
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Queen Elizabeth II at the opening of Parliament in 1966. She opened every session 
during her reign except for 1959, 1963 (she was pregnant both times) and 2022. 


achievements, acts of charity and values 
and was devoted to upholding the 
“special relationship” between the U.K. 
and the U.S. 

She had taken a step back from some 
royal duties in the months leading up 


to her death, including missing the 
State Opening of Parliament in May 
and the thanksgiving service at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral during the celebration 
of her Platinum Jubilee in June. Her 
final engagement as head of state was 
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LEFT Members of the royal family (from left) Camilla, Queen Consort; Prince George; Princess Catherine and Princess Charlotte 
attend the state funeral on Sept. 19. RIGHT In her last public photo, Elizabeth waits to receive the newly appointed prime 
minister, Liz Truss, at Balmoral Castle in Scotland. 


appointing Liz Truss as the U.K’s prime 
minister on Sept. 6, two days before 
her death. (Truss’ turn as PM would be 
notable for its brevity; she announced 
her resignation just 44 days later.) 

If the world changed while Elizabeth 
reigned, she remained in the eyes of 
many a steadfast rock of patriotic duty 
and symbol of stability. She was “a 
changeless human reference point in 
British life,’ former Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said ina tribute. As the 
country prepared to move on without 
her, however, the future of the British 
monarchy felt less certain. 


King Charles III, Elizabeth’s eldest son, 
ascended the throne at a time when 
the monarchy as an institution is still 
broadly supported in Britain, witha 
majority of 62% in favor, according 

toa June poll. But the outpouring of 


support and admiration for the queen 
following her death was not to be 
mistaken for unwavering support 

for the royals as a whole, especially 
after recent fallout over the treatment 
of Charles’ son Prince Harry and 

his wife Meghan, as well as sexual- 
assault allegations facing Elizabeth’s 
son Prince Andrew, who has been 
linked to the convicted sex offender 
Jeffrey Epstein. One heckler called 
Prince Andrew a “sick old man” as 
the disgraced royal walked behind the 
queen’s coffin during a procession to 
St. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh. 

The biggest test facing the new king 
is whether he can emulate his mother’s 
image of stability and preserve the 
institution she spent so much of her life 
trying to protect. Unlike his mother, 
Charles, who at 73 is the oldest monarch 
to assume the throne in British history, 
will not have a lifetime to prove himself. 


Much of his public image has been 
shaped by his time as the Prince of 
Wales, including his affair with Camilla 
Parker Bowles, who as his wife now 
takes the title of queen consort, and his 
high-profile split from Princess Diana. 
He was also known for taking vocal 
positions on issues as wide-ranging as 
climate change, hedgerows, China and 
the British government’s controversial 
tactics to stymie immigration. 
Whereas the queen maintained a 
reputation of impartiality, opting to 
leave the politics to the politicians, 
Prince Charles did the opposite, going 
so far as to wade into the highest levels 
of politics when he wrote a series of 
letters in 2004 and 2005 (known as 
the “black spider memos”) lobbying 
government ministers on a number 
of issues—a clear violation of the 
monarchy’s neutral and ceremonial role 
in British politics. 
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“He doesn’t have the same level 
of mystique that Queen Elizabeth II 
cultivated very successfully over her 
life?’ Brooke Newman, a historian 
of early modern Britain at Virginia 


Commonwealth University, told TIME. 


For the monarchy to continue as a 
source of national unity, Charles will 
need to keep his opinions in check. 
He has acknowledged this reality 
and, in his first national address after 
becoming king, conceded “it will no 
longer be possible for me to give so 
much of my time and energies to the 
charities and issues for which I care 
so deeply.” 

Charles and his mother agreed on the 
need to slim down the royal family to 
match public opinion. Under Charles, 
that effort is expected to involve 


shrinking the royal family down to just 

seven working members, whose official 
duties will aim to secure the throne for 

the next generation. 


Although officially known as King 
Charles III, his coronation won’t take 
place until May 6, 2023. 


Highlights of Her Reign 


June 2, 1953 
Elizabeth is crowned queen in a coronation ceremony watched by 
27 million people in the United Kingdom. 


May 1965 
To mark the 20th anniversary of World War II, Elizabeth 
visits West Germany. No British monarch had stepped 
foot on German soil since 1913. 


July 20, 1969 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walk on the moon. The queen and 
her husband, Prince Philip, are among the 600 million television 
viewers to watch the coverage. 


Feb. 6, 1977 
She celebrates her Silver Jubilee, marking 25 years on the throne. 


May 4, 1979 
Margaret Thatcher is sworn in as the U.K.’s first female prime 
minister. She is the eighth out of 15 PMs during Elizabeth’s reign. 


July 29, 1981 
Prince Charles marries Lady Diana Spencer in a ceremony 
watched by around 750 million people in 74 countries. 


Sept. 5, 1997 
The queen speaks to the nation following Princess Diana’s death. 
“| share in your determination to cherish her memory,” she says. 


Feb. 6, 2002 


The Golden Jubilee Il marks the 50th anniversary of her accession. 


May 17, 2011 
Elizabeth visits the Republic of Ireland—the first such trip by a 
British monarch in 100 years. 


March 2020 
Elizabeth and Philip move from Buckingham Palace to Windsor 
Castle at the start of the coronavirus pandemic. Philip passes away 
on April 9, 2021 at age 99, after 74 years of marriage. 


Feb. 6, 2022 
Elizabeth becomes the first British monarch to celebrate a 
Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of her service. 
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Natural Disasters 


The effects of climate change are felt around the planet. 


nan interview published in 2002, 

Werner Herzog, the filmmaker and 

intrepid philosopher of humanity’s 
relationship with the natural world, 
raised the idea that “civilization 
is like a thin layer of ice upon a deep 
ocean of chaos and darkness.” In 2022, 
which saw record summer-heat highs 
and record sea-ice lows, his metaphor 
might be taken literally. 
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TIME’s May 23/30 cover story 
examined the effects of climate 
change on the Arctic and Antarctic. 
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After decades of failure to stop 
carbon emissions from rising, a 
landmark new report released in 
February from the United Nations’ 
climate-science body warned that the 
impacts of climate change are here 
and humans must now accelerate 
efforts to adapt. “It is unequivocal 
that climate change has already 
disrupted human and natural 
systems,” stated the report. 

At the root of that urgency are 
the clear damages already harming 
natural ecosystems, including coral 
reefs and forested areas that face the 
threat of catastrophic tipping points, 
after which the impacts are irreversible. 
These damages, in turn, affect humans 
who depend on these ecosystems 
for everything from food to clean 
air. Damage to ecosystems also can 
exacerbate the effects of climate change 
on humans in other ways. 


The Siberian city of Verkhoyansk 
reached a searing historical high of 
100.4°F (38°C) on June 20, 2020, 
heralding a summer of extreme heat and 
wildfires in a region better known for 


Threshold temperature increase widely 
considered likely to trigger catastrophic and 
irreversible effects, which experts say we are 

on track to surpass. 


ice storms. When there isn’t enough ice 
to reflect the sun’s rays back into space, 
that heat is absorbed by the dark ocean, 
accelerating rising water temperatures 
and ice melt, altering ocean currents, 
weakening the jet stream and changing 
wind patterns, which can lead to 
drought, heat, floods and storms. Two 
years later, the Arctic and the Antarctic 
have seen precipitous declines in sea 
ice. On March 18, 2022, the temperature 
at Concordia Research station atop 
Dome C on the Antarctic Plateau—often 
considered the coldest place on Earth— 
surged to a shocking 11.3°F (-11.5°C). 


Data from the European Union 
confirmed that the summer of 2022 


FROM LEFT A forest fire rages in Louchats, in southwest France, in July; heat waves in China brought about 
drought-like conditions in Poyang Lake; rescue workers took children back home from school in an area of 


was the hottest on record in Europe. 
Thousands of people were forced to 
flee their homes across the continent 
during the summer months as deadly 
wildfires were sparked by soaring 
temperatures. Fires burned near 
Bordeaux, in France’s Gironde wine 
region, across Spain and Portugal, 

as well as areas of Turkey, Croatia 
and Greece. Record-breaking heat 

of 104°F (40°C) scorched the U.K. In 
Italy, dry weather caused an estimated 
30% decline in seasonal harvests in 
the Po region. Drought conditions also 


Pakistan affected by heavy flooding. 


affected China. Meanwhile, Pakistan 
endured devastating flooding, with a 
staggering one-third of the country 
under water at the end of August, 

and a heat wave in China contributed 
to a record-setting drought that 
caused southwestern rivers to dry up, 
cutting off supply ships and disabling 
hydroelectric dams. 


WILDLIFE RELOCATION 
The ravages of climate change 
replaced poaching as the biggest 
threat to wildlife this summer in 


Africa. Zimbabwe moved more than 
2,500 wild animals from a southern 
reserve to one in the country’s north 
to rescue them from drought. “Project 
Rewild Zambezi” involved relocating 
a variety of species, including 
elephants, impalas, giraffes, buffaloes, 
wildebeest, zebras, elands, lions and 

a pack of wild dogs. It was reportedly 
the first time in 60 years that 
Zimbabwe (once the white-minority- 
ruled Rhodesia) had embarked 

on such a mass internal movement 


of wildlife. 


LEFT Melting ice has put polar bears at risk for extinction. RIGHT About 250 elephants are transported 
from a national park in Malawi in July to a less-crowded region with more resources. 
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In Brief 


Leadership changes in the United Kingdom, maintaining power in China, 
Halloween tragedy in Seoul, a papal apology in Canada and more. 


10 DOWNING STREET’S done in by a series of ethics scandals. Johnson and runner-up to Truss in 
REVOLVING DOOR Johnson’s replacement, Liz Truss, the Tories’ summer leadership battle. 
The list of the United Kingdom’s lasted just 44 days, resigning after Sunak, a child of Indian immigrants 
former Conservative prime ministers her signature package of £45 billion who is Britain’s first prime minister of 
has been growing rapidly in recent ($50.6 billion) in unfunded tax cuts, color, vowed to bring stability to the 
years. David Cameron departed as which disproportionately favored government. But with Britons facing 
PM in 2016, after the U.K’s Brexit the country’s wealthiest, crashed the high inflation and labor unrest, polls 
vote to leave the European Union. pound and spooked financial markets. show the opposition Labour Party with 
In 2019, Theresa May made way for Stepping into the job in October was huge leads—perhaps leading to yet 
Boris Johnson, who resigned in July, Rishi Sunak, the finance minister under another change at the top. 


Liz Truss resigned as U.K. 
prime minister after just 
44 days—the shortest term 
in history. Former finance 
minister Rishi Sunak was 
elected to take her place. 


Chinese President Xi Jinping enters his third term in office and shows no sign of wanting to relinquish control. 


President Xi Jinping has become 

the most powerful leader of China 
since the days of Mao Zedong. In 
2018, China’s ruling Communist 
Party removed the two-term limit on 
the presidency, allowing Xi to serve 
indefinitely. “He’s now president for 
life, president for life. And he’s great,” 
said U.S. President Donald Trump at 
the time. In October, Xi’s coronation 
as China’s de facto emperor was 
made complete when he was named 
to a third five-year term as head 

of the Communist Party. Over the 


WE HAVE 
USEDA 
COMBINATION 
OF MEASURES 
TO TAKE OUT 
TIGERS, SWAT FLIES 
AND HUNT DOWN 
FOXES, PUNISHING 
CORRUPT 
OFFICIALS OF 
ALL TYPES. 


— XiJinping at the opening of 


the 20th Communist Party 
Congress on Oct. 16 


past decade, Xi has preached that 
Chinese-style autocracy is a “new 
option for other countries who want 
to speed up their development” 
while overseeing policy blunders 
that undermine global prosperity. 
Beijing has led a campaign of human 
rights abuses against its Uighur 
Muslim minority and backed Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, while Xi’s 
fanatical adherence to an increasingly 
untenable zero-COVID policy has 
locked down hundreds of millions 

of Chinese people and shuttered 
factories. Still, “the future is bright 


di 
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for Xi Jinping,” says professor Steve 
Tsang, director of the SOAS China 
Institute at the University of London, 
“and dark for everybody else.” 


One of Japan’s most influential 
politicians, Shinzo Abe, 67, was shot 
twice on July 8 while giving a speech 
in the western city of Nara. He died 
later that night. The brazen attack on 
Abe—who served two stints as prime 
minister, from 2006 to 2007 and from 
2012 to 2020—stunned the world and 


Shinzo Abe’s assassin used a handmade gun in the attack. 
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sent shockwaves throughout Japan. 
Local resident Tetsuya Yamagami 
was apprehended moments after the 
shooting and admitted to the crime, 
later saying he was protesting Abe’s 
support for a religious group believed 
to be the Unification Church. 

Abe, who had been campaigning 
for the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) at the time, had 
stepped down from office in 
2020 due to poor health and 
with dire approval ratings over 
his government’s handling of 
COVID-19 and a struggling 
economy. Still, he will be 
remembered for remaking Japan. 


“He was a political giant,” Jeff 
Kingston, the director of Asian 
studies at Temple University Japan, 
told TIME. Abe succeeded in 
“reviving Japanese confidence [and] 
during his tenure, tourism to Japan 
skyrocketed and Japan became cool,” 
Kingston said. Although Abe didn’t 
achieve his goal of revising the U.S.- 
drafted post-World War II pacifist- 
leaning constitution, he strengthened 
his country’s relationship with 
the U.S. and made a mark on the 
world. Abe’s party went on to score 
a resounding victory in Japan’s 
parliamentary election held two days 
after his death. 


HALLOWEEN TRAGEDY 
STRIKES SEOUL 
A Halloween celebration turned 
deadly in Seoul, South Korea, when 
more than 150 people were killed 
and another 150-plus injured during 
a crowd surge on the streets of 
Itaewon, a popular nightlife district. 
It was the first Halloween weekend 
after pandemic restrictions in the 
area had been lifted, and officials 
were reportedly unprepared for the 
number of partygoers in the area. 
Observers said the stampede began 
after a large crowd began to push 
into a narrow alley near the Hamilton 
Hotel, a frequent party spot in the 


About twice as many women as men were killed in the crowd surge in Seoul, South Korea, which occurred as 
partygoers thronged the narrow streets of a popular nightlife district on Halloween night. 
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LEFT The house where al-Qaeda terrorist leader Ayman al-Zawahiri was residing in Kabul, Afghanistan, was struck by two 
Hellfire missiles in a precision operation at 6:18 a.m. RIGHT Al-Zawahiri, 71, “carved a trail of murder and violence against 
American citizens, American service members, American diplomats and American interests,” according to President Joe Biden. 


district. Local media reported of more than 1,300 people, many of 
that the small alleyways drew as them children, have been found on the 
many as 100,000 people the night grounds of the former schools. 
of the disaster. South Korean During what he called a “pilgrimage “T humbly beg forgiveness for the 
President Yoon Suk-yeol declared of penance” across Canada in July, evil committed by so many Christians 
a weeklong period of national Pope Francis apologized to that against the Indigenous peoples,” the 
mourning and said family members nation’s Indigenous people for the pope said on the six-day trip, which 
of the victims—largely young women _—_ Catholic Church’s role in abuse, forced marked the first time a papal visit to 
and men in their teens and 20s— assimilation and death at church-run Canada focused on reckoning with the 
would receive support. schools for over 100 years. Older hardship caused by the church. Dale 
generations of Indigenous people had Turner, associate professor of political 
“embraced a culture of silence around science at the University of Toronto, 
the residential schools because of the told TIME, “This ritual needs to take 
An intricately planned U.S. drone trauma and shame associated with place for meaningful reconciliation to 
strike killed Ayman al-Zawahiri, them,” TIME reported. The remains take place.” 


the elusive leader of al-Qaeda, on 
July 31, as he stood on a balcony in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. Al-Zawahiri, 
71, played a key role in the Sept. 

11, 2001, attacks and took over the 
transnational terrorist franchise 
following Osama bin Laden’s death 
in 2011. The CIA operation was 
years in the making and brought to 
a close one of the agency’s longest- 
standing manhunts since Sept. 

11. Al-Zawahiri had become as 
synonymous with al-Qaeda as Osama 
bin Laden over the years, and the 
assassination marked the end of an 
era for the shadowy group. 
President Joe Biden said in an 
address to the American people 


delivered on the south balcony of Pope Francis wore a headdress presented to him by Indigenous leaders during a 
the White House, “Now, justice has meeting in Alberta, Canada. “I hope with the grace of God [this visit] can contribute 
been delivered.” to the path of healing and reconciliation that already has been started,” he said. 
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People in the News 


The leaders who got the world’s attention this year. 


Volodymyr Zelensky ) Fi 


“The first days were hard for all of us,” 


Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky Ca 
told TIME senior correspondent Simon 7® — 
Shuster in April, two months after i 
Russia invaded his country. “I think @ eS 

4 /> 


we were all more or less in the same 
condition. Everyone in Ukraine, only 
with different responsibilities. And 
your responsibility puts pressure on 

the way you focus, on your priorities, 
and throws everything else to the side. 
You understand that this is war.” A 
former comedian and actor—he played 
a high school teacher who unexpectedly 
becomes Ukraine’s president in the 
popular Ukrainian television satire 
Servant of the People—Zelensky became 
the country’s real president in 2019, 
pledging economic development. 
When Russia bombed Kyiv, he refused 
to leave the city and then rallied leaders 
to support Ukraine, earning worldwide 
renown as a representative of the 
country’s resilience. 


soon going to be the victims of 


e \} 4 j Le ) 
Mia Mottley \ | f bf a that. Which country is hit by a 


Mia Amor Mottley, the prime ey 
minister of Barbados since 2018, de , 
has made a mark internationally 
as a fierce critic of the 


hurricane every year, do you 
he , know? The United States. 
Dh Weeamee r Every year,” she said at an 
, - — event in New York City in 
international community’s 7 =>.» — June. Mottley, who has also 
inaction on climate change, . wm GO AY es supported Barbados’ move 
pointing out that smaller and . aaa away from its colonial past— 
poorer nations, especially island in 2021, the country officially 
countries like her own, are bearing removed Queen Elizabeth II as its 
head of state, opting instead to 
become a Republic—was reelected 
to a second term ina landslide 
in January. 


the brunt of the crisis. But she also 
warns that larger nations like the 
U.S. also face risks. “While we in the 
islands are the canaries, you are 
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Droupadi Murmu 


In India’s government, the presidency 
is amostly ceremonial role. But 
Droupadi Murmv’s election this year 
had a significance for Indian society. 
Just the second female president of 
India, Murmu is the first to come 
from one of the country’s Indigenous 
tribal communities—a population 
that accounts for nearly 10% of 


the country. Formerly governor of 
India’s Jharkhand State, Murmu was 
nominated for the presidency in June 
by the governing Bharatiya Janata Party 
to help focus attention on tribes living 
in rural poverty. Born to a rice farmer, 
Murmu, 64, is amember of the Santhal 
tribe, one of the largest in India. In 
September, she launched a government 
initiative to eradicate tuberculosis from 
the country. 


Ibrahim al-Hashimi 
al-Qurayshi 

Days after U.S. special forces killed 
self-proclaimed Islamic State leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi in 2019, the 
terror group named his successor: 
Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi. 
But on Feb. 3, President Joe Biden 
announced that Qurayshi had died 


during a raid by U.S. commandos. 
Biden said Qurayshi detonated an 
explosion that killed members of 
his family and himself as the raid 
was underway in the Idlib region of 
northwestern Syria. His death was 
seen as a significant blow to ISIS and 
a victory for U.S. counterterrorism 
efforts. The U.S. reportedly had put 
a bounty of up to $10 million on 
Qurayshi’s head. 


Olaf Scholz 


Three days after Russia ordered troops 
into Ukraine, German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz stood before the Bundestag, 
the federal Parliament in Berlin, 
telling lawmakers the invasion 
marked “a watershed moment in the 
history of our continent.” Scholz, 

who only two months earlier had 
succeeded the long-serving Angela 
Merkel as chancellor, met the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine with a response 
that overturned decades of German 
military policy—and with it, a crucial 
part of Germany’s pacifist postwar 
identity: He announced a €100 billion 
plan (about $99 billion) to boost the 
country’s armed forces, promised to 
end reliance on Russian fossil fuels 
and, for the first time since World 
War II, declared that Germany would 
send weapons to a conflict zone. In the 
following months, however, Scholz, 
wary of escalating what he’s called 

“a very dangerous war,” has been 
circumspect in sending weaponry, 
including battle tanks, to Ukraine. 
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“ 
4 
NEW HEALTH THREATS 
Monkeypox on: 
. 7 
nJuly 23, following months of increasing case 
counts in numerous countries, the World Health 


Organization’s (WHO) director-general Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus declared monkeyp bal health 
emergency. That label was meant to promp 
global response, with the aim of getting the v 
under control. 

Monkeypox is related to the virus that causes s 
But while symptoms are similar, they’re not as severe and 
monkeypox is rarely fatal. As of mid November, there 
more than 28,800 confirmed cases of monkeypox in the U.S. 
and more than 79,000 worldwide, with 49 confirmed deaths, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Monkeypox can cause flu-like symptoms—such as 
fever, muscle aches, headaches, swollen lymph nodes and 
chills—and a blister-like rash. Some people get a rash across 
large swaths of their body; others get only a few lesions in 
non-obvious places, such as inside the mouth or genitals. 

Monkeypox was first identified in the 1950s. Prior to 
the current outbreak, it was endemic to parts of western 
and central Africa, with cases often linked to exposure 
to infected animals. The current outbreak is unusual in 
its scale, global reach and spread from person to person. 


Experts are still trying to figure out why that is, but possible 
explanations include viral mutations, declining use of the 
smallpox vaccine, and shifts in human behavior. 
Human-to-human transmission mostly happens through 
close contact—either direct skin-to-skin contact with 
someone who has a monkeypox rash, or, less commonly, by 
touching items (such as clothing or bedding) that have come 
into contact with an infectious person’s sores or bodily fluids. 


healed and fresh skin has formec 
can take up to four weeks. 

“This is not COVID,’ says Di 
infectious disease at Weill Cornell 
York-Presbyterian. “This is no 
readily through the air. This ist 
up by riding the bus.” e 


men who have sex with men. A stu 
the New England Journal of Med 
500 monkeypox cases during the ct 
that 98% of the cases were among ga 
researchers traced 95% of the cases back to se: 

“There’s nothing specific about monkeypox that moult 
make it more common in men who have sex with men,” 
Gulick says. “It’s just a virus that found its way into that 
community of individuals.” But anyone can get monkeypox 
if they have close contact with an infectious person’s rash. 

People with known exposure to someone who has 
monkeypox should get vaccinated, Gulick says. Given within, 
four mie of exposure, the vaccine can a prevent disease | 


—Dr. Roy uli chief infec tio 
Cornell RS enter 1 


tends to evolve more slowly, so 
mutations appear less often. 


~ 
3 
2 
~ 
NH 
= 
5 
> 
x 
Z 
Aa 
3 
3 
® 
5 
> 
ne 
= 
5 


2 


7 i 44 -i 
a > 


[ HLIV@H ] ----------: 


Osh 


The latest vaccines are designed to protect against new variants. 


COVID-19’s Evolution 


While significant progress has been made in curbing the virus, 
health officials say it’s still very much with us. 


he pandemic is over,’ President 
T Joe Biden declared in a 60 
Minutes interview that aired 
in mid-September. “We still have a 
problem with COVID. We’re still doing 
a lot of work on it. But the pandemic 
is over.” 

That comment took a lot of health 
experts (including those in Biden’s 
administration) by surprise, and the 
US. is still operating under the public 
health emergency first declared in 
January 2020. The virus—which has 
killed over 6.5 million people, including 
1 million this year, and infected 614 
million people worldwide since it 
emerged in late 2019—continues to 
spread in the U.S., with experts warning 
of another surge by winter. 

“We are not where we need to be 
if we are going to quote ‘live with the 
virus’ because we know we ate not 
going to eradicate it,’ Biden’s chief 
medical adviser, Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
said the day after the president’s 
speech. “The next question we ask: ‘Are 
we going to be able to eliminate it from 


our country or from most of the world?’ 
and the answer is unlikely, because it is 
highly transmissible and the immunity 
that’s induced by vaccine or infection is 
also transient.” 

Still, COVID-19 in 2022 was much 
different from the previous two years, 
thanks to new treatments and vaccines 
that have helped lower hospitalizations 
and death rates. Here, the year’s biggest 
pandemic takeaways. 


Updated Boosters The first 
reengineered boosters had made their 
way into arms nationwide by early 
September, targeting two Omicron 
subvariants, BA.4 and BA.5, which 
accounted for more than 90% of 
cases in the U.S. this fall. Health 
officials undertook anew COVID-19 
vaccination campaign similar to the 
annual flu vaccination efforts. 


New Variants Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, health officials have 
warned that the biggest barrier to 
controlling the virus would be its ability 


to mutate into ever more infectious 

and dangerous forms. At the start of 

the year, Omicron was the dominant 
strain; by fall, the latest versions to raise 
alarms were emerging subvariants of 
Omicron called BQi and BQ1.1. They’ve 
already gained the ability to evade the 
immunity provided by current vaccines 
and can’t be neutralized by many of the 
antiviral drug treatments available. 


Stealth Infections A study 
published on Aug. 17 in JAMA Network 
Open found that more than half of 
people infected with Omicron are not 
aware of their infection. While this 
underscores the fact that Omicron 
tends to cause relatively mild symptoms 
(or none at all) in vaccinated people, the 
downside is that many people are likely 
spreading the virus unintentionally. 


Lingering Effects Long COVID— 
marked by at least one symptom that 
lingers for months—is a growing 
problem. Research from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
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estimates that roughly one in five 
people in the U.S. who gets COVID-19 
develops it. Researchers also found the 
virus can affect nearly every part of the 
body—including the brain. A study 

in the Lancet Psychiatry found that 
within the first two months of getting 
COVID-19, people were more likely to 
experience anxiety and depression than 
those who had a different respiratory 
infection. They also remained at greater 
risk for conditions such as brain fog, 
psychosis, seizures and dementia. 


For kids there are even more 
questions and fewer answers. A June 
research review, published in Scientific 
Reports, concluded that about 25% 
of kids and adolescents who contract 
COVID-19 have symptoms that last 
at least four weeks. The three most 
common pediatric Long COVID 
symptoms were mood issues, fatigue 
and sleep disorders. But reported 
symptoms ran the gamut, from an 
inability to exercise and memory loss to 
nasal congestion and headaches. 


A VIRUS REAPPEARS 


The Return of Polio 


Polio was declared officially eradicated 
in the U.S. in 1979, and there are only 
two countries left in the world in 
which the disease is endemic: Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. So health officials 
were understandably alarmed when 

a single case of polio turned up in 
Rockland County, New York in July in 
an unvaccinated adult—the first time 
any case of polio had been detected 

in the U.S. in nearly a decade. Since 
then, the virus has appeared in several 
wastewater samples from communities 
near the patient’s home, signaling that 
poliovirus continues to be transmitted 
in the area. 


The introduction of the polio vaccine 
was one of the great advancements 
of the 20th century. 


But while worrisome, the 
epidemiological route is not a mystery: 
Officials believe an attenuated 
(weakened) form of the virus, used 
in oral polio vaccines (OPV), may 
have mutated back to virulence. If so, 
the virus can infect even vaccinated 
individuals, who themselves will be 
unharmed but can still shed the virus, 
causing polio in an unvaccinated 
person who encounters it. Because of 
this risk, the U.S. no longer uses OPV, 
and instead relies on inactivated polio 
vaccine (IPV) which must be injected. 

In the case of the New York 
patient, genetic testing of the virus 
he contracted indicated that it was 
vaccine-derived. The man had not 
traveled out of the country recently, 
so epidemiologists suspect that the 
virus was carried in by someone from 
overseas who had received the OPV. 

The answer for all Americans 
is to be up to date on vaccinations 
and to get children vaccinated as 
well. According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
92.6% of 2-year-old children in the 
U.S. have received their recommended 
three IPV shots. That’s a lot, but 
someone in the remaining 7.4% of 
unvaccinated children could be the 
next case, like that of the young man 
in New York. That’s a fate no parent 
wants for their child. 


th 
Fauci Steps 
Down 


After more than two 
years of leading the 
nation’s response to 
COVID-19, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci announced his 
plans to step down as 
head of the National 
Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases in 
December. Fauci, 81, is 
also leaving his role as 
chief medical adviser to 
President Joe Biden. But 
Fauci, who has served 
as NIAID director since 
1984—under seven 
presidents—said he is 
not retiring. “I plan to 
pursue the next phase 
of my career while | still 
have so much energy 
and passion for my 
field,” he said. 

In a statement, Biden 
highlighted Fauci’s 
contributions. “I’ve been 
able to call him at any 
hour of the day for his 
advice as we've tackled 
this once-in-a-generation 
pandemic,” Biden said. 
“The United States of 
America is stronger, more 
resilient and healthier 
because of him.” 
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People continue to suffer from the psychological after-effects of the pandemic, including grief, anxiety and depression. 


Our Continuing 


Mental Health Crisis 


For many Americans, chronic stress is taking its toll. 


mericans’ mental health 

tanked during the first year of 

the pandemic, with more than 
40% of U.S. adults reporting they’d 
experienced symptoms of anxiety 
or depression by January 2021. And 
in the more than two years since the 
start of the pandemic, many people 
still haven’t bounced back. One reason 
could be “ambient stress” —or “stress 
that’s running in the background, 
below the level of consciousness,” says 
New York-based clinical psychologist 
Laurie Ferguson, who is director of 
education development at the Global 
Healthy Living Foundation, a 
nonprofit that supports people with 
chronic illnesses. 

“There’s something amiss, but we’re 
not registering it all the time,’ Ferguson 
says. “We’re always just a little bit off 
balance. We kind of function at a level 
like everything’s fine and things are 
normal, when in fact, they’re not.” 

In March 2020, the pandemic was 
an in-your-face stressor—one that, for 


many, felt urgent and all-consuming. 
More than two years later, most 
people have adapted to some degree. 
Most are vaccinated, the news isn’t 
broadcasting case counts 24/7 and life 
looks closer to 2019 than 2020. But, 
whether we’re conscious of it or not, 
we're still bearing the psychic toll of 
two years of death, disease, upheaval 
and uncertainty, as well as smaller 
disruptions like changes to our social 
or work lives, Ferguson says. 
Humans evolved to deal with 
short-term stressors, but we’re not as 
good at coping with chronic stress, 
explains Laura Grafe, an assistant 
professor of psychology at Bryn 
Mawr College. Chronic stress has 
been linked to conditions including 
high blood pressure, diabetes and 
cognitive disorders. Constant stress 
can also compound the effects of 
other stressors. “Everything else 
just seems worse with the chronic 
stress of the pandemic going on in the 
background,” Grafe says. 


When stress becomes so routine that 
we stop acknowledging it, we’re less 
likely to manage it effectively. Many 
people abandoned soothing hobbies 
like bread-baking, yoga and knitting 
that they adopted in 2020. 

That’s why it’s important to develop 
sustainable coping strategies, says 
Niccole Nelson, a postdoctoral 
research associate in the University of 
Notre Dame’s psychology department. 
“There’s no single coping strategy 
that is inherently good or bad,” Nelson 
says, but it’s often helpful to reframe 
a stressor as less threatening. That’s 
difficult to do with something as 
serious as the pandemic, but Nelson 
suggests trying it on a smaller scale, 
such as finding ways to appreciate 
the positive aspects of working from 
home, for example. 

Giving your brain new stimuli can 
also help during a prolonged period 
of stress, Ferguson says. Even small 
changes, like eating something new for 
breakfast or taking a different route for 
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your daily walk, can introduce some 
healthy novelty. Physical activity is 
also a tried-and-true stress reduction 
tactic, she adds. 

Simply noticing ambient stress 
can help. “Even people who have 
gone ‘back to normal’ still have 
that ambient stress running, and 
they may not realize they’re a little 
more short-tempered, or a little 
less hopeful,” says Ferguson. “It’s 
subtle, in many ways, and harder 
to notice” than full-blown 
pandemic stress, but just as 
important to manage. 


More Help © 
Needed | 
The number os 
of Americans 
receiving mental- 
health care rose 
significantly during 
the pandemic— 
especially among 
young adults, age 
18 to 44—but 
many still aren’t 
getting necessary 
treatment. Data from 
the National Center 
of Health Statistics 
found that less than 
half as many Black, 
Hispanic and Asian 
Americans ages 
18 to 44 received 
mental-health care 
as white people in 
2021, and there 
were only small 
increases in the 
number of people 
receiving care from 
2019 to 2021. 


DIAL 988 


U.S. Gets aNew 
Emergency Number 


On July 16, the government phased out 
the clunky National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline phone number and launched 
anew three-digit number, 988, for 
anyone in a mental-health crisis. The 
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline will 
dramatically expand the capacity of 
call centers to answer calls, with the 
goal of instantaneously connecting 
people suffering mental-health crises to 
mental-health professionals—instead 
of police officers or EMTs, not all of 
whom are trained to or comfortable 
de-escalating emergency situations 
involving mental illness. 

When a person calls 988, a certified 
counselor at a call center, ideally 
located near that person, will guide 
them through the crisis in the majority 
of cases and, when more help is 
needed, send a mobile crisis team 
made up of mental-health experts 
and peer-support counselors. If those 
interventions aren’t sufficient, 988 
will also direct people to stabilization 
facilities—mental-health facilities 
where trained staff can observe and 
provide additional counseling and 
support—or residential facilities for 
longer term care. Those settings are 
more appropriate for people with 
mental-health crises than where they 
currently end up—in the emergency 
room, jail or, in worst cases, the morgue, 
if the incident escalates into deadly 
violence. “988 represents probably 
the most potentially transformative 
federal legislation in mental health 
that we’ve seen in decades,” says Dr. 
Ashwin Vasan, New York City health 
commissioner. 

But there are massive hurdles to 
turning that vision into reality. 988 
will require building a compassionate 
crisis response system in a country 
that has historically underfunded and 


dismissed mental-health services. 
Funding, staffing and insurance 
reimbursements will all be a struggle. 
“We are sitting in the context of a 
system that is fragmented and frankly 
has a lot of gaps in terms of providing 
services for individuals,” says John 
Palmieri, director of 988 and behavioral 
health crisis at the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) within the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, which 
funds the Lifeline and is helping states 
implement 988. While people who 
work in the mental-health field are 
optimistic about the potential 988 
represents, hardly anyone—not even 
Palmieri—expects the system will work 
seamlessly in the short term. 

Still, 988’s launch is a landmark 
moment. The new crisis line represents 
the first major investment—$432 
million from the federal government— 
in mental-health services in the country 
in decades. 988 has transformative 
potential, says Dr. Margie Balfour, chief 
clinical quality officer at Connections 
Health Solutions, a nonprofit provider 
of behavioral health services in Tucson, 
Arizona. “This is mental-health crisis 
care’s carpe diem moment.” 


The new mental health hotline 
promises a more targeted response to 
immediate crises. 
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In Brief 


A complete picture of the human genome, the growth of a powerful opioid, 
new legislation to cap insulin prices and a cupful of cancer protection. 


With a complete genome sequence, scientists can better understand how DNA differs from person to person. 


THE HUMAN GENOME IS 
FULLY SEQUENCED 
Twenty-one years after the first human 
genome was mapped as part of the 
Human Genome Project, scientists 
have produced the most completely 
sequenced human genome to date, 
filling in gaps and correcting mistakes 
in the previous version. The sequence 
is the most complete reference genome 
for any mammal so far. The findings 
should lead to a deeper understanding 
of human evolution and potentially 
reveal new targets for addressing 

a host of diseases. The work is the 
result of the Telomere to Telomere 


58 


consortium, which is supported by 
National Institutes of Health’s National 
Human Genome Research Institute 
(NHGRI) and involves genetic and 
computational biology experts from 
dozens of institutes around the 

world. The group focused on filling 

in the 8% of the human genome that 
remained a genetic black hole. Since 
then, geneticists have been trying to 
add those missing portions bit by bit. 
The latest studies identify about an 
entire chromosome’s worth of new 
sequences, representing 200 million 
more base pairs (the letters making up 
the genome) and 1,956 new genes. 


A NEW OPIOID THREAT 
In late August, the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
issued a warning to the public to look 
out for an “alarming emerging trend”: 
colorful pill and powder versions of 
the potent opioid fentanyl, known 
as “rainbow fentanyl.” “This trend 
appears to be a new method used by 
drug cartels to sell highly addictive and 
potentially deadly fentanyl made to 
look like candy to children and young 
people,” the agency said. 

However, some drug experts worry 
that there’s too much focus on the risks 
posed by rainbow fentanyl, as illicitly 
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LEFT The synthetic opioid fentanyl is up to 50 times stronger than heroin, and has emerged as the leading cause of drug 
overdoses in the U.S. in 2022. RIGHT Skyrocketing insulin prices may finally be brought under control thanks to new legislation 
that aims to cap costs of the widely used medication. 


manufactured fentanyl is dangerous in 
any color. “Kids are getting pills, and 
some of them are dying from them. This 
is absolutely a distraction,’ says Dean 
Shold, co-founder of the nonprofit 
FentCheck, which provides fentanyl 
test strips and drug education. 

Another issue is that the DEA hasn’t 
revealed evidence that the colors are 
intended specifically to attract children. 
Fentanyl has come in colors for years, 
and some research has found that color 
is one of the ways drug users identify 
illicit drugs’ potency. “It’s actually 
keeping them safe, because they know 
what they’re getting for each color,’ 
says Jon E. Zibbell, a senior public 
health analyst at RTI International, a 
nonprofit research institute promoting 
science-based solutions for public- 
health issues. 

If a substance is marketed as a 
prescription pill like oxycodone or 
Xanax, however, teens and other young 
people who use drugs may not realize 
it contains fentanyl, says Dr. Scott E. 
Hadland, a pediatrician and addiction 
specialist at Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard Medical School. 
He worries that multi-colored fentanyl 
could make it more “interesting or 
exciting” to young people. But, he 
says, “fentanyl is already everywhere 
in the market. I don’t know that this is 
going to be some new thing that brings 
in teens to use who had not previously 
been using.” 


COMBATING HIGH 

DRUG PRICES 

With the passage of the Inflation 
Reduction Act into law on Aug. 7, the 
Biden administration created the 
biggest change to health-care policy 
since the Affordable Care Act was 
passed in 2010. The new law works to 
bring down skyrocketing drug prices, 
one of the most intractable problems 
in the U.S. health care system. It will 
allow Medicare to negotiate some drug 
prices and place a $2,000 yearly out- 
of-pocket maximum for beneficiaries’ 
medicine costs. 

One drug in particular became the 
focus of intense debate in Congress: 
insulin, relied upon by millions of 
Americans with diabetes, which has 
become increasingly unaffordable. For 
years, advocacy groups and lawmakers 
have pushed to take action to help 
consumers. The Inflation Reduction 
Act places a $35 monthly cap on 
insulin prices for Medicare patients, 
providing relief for the 3.3 million 


5% 


Number of insulin users who said they 
rationed or skipped doses because of cost, 
according to a 2019 Yale University study 


beneficiaries who use some form of 
insulin, according to the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services. 


BLACK TEA GETS ITS 
CANCER-FIGHTING DUE 
While green tea has a long-standing 
reputation for health benefits, research 
has been mixed on black tea. One 
problem, says Maki Inoue-Choi, an 
epidemiologist at the National Cancer 
Institute, is that large observational 
studies on tea and mortality have 
focused on countries like Japan or 
China—places where green tea is more 
popular. To fill this gap, Inoue-Choi 
and her colleagues analyzed data in 
the United Kingdom, where black tea 
drinking is common. After surveying 
about 500,000 people and following 
them for a median of 11 years, the 
results, published Aug. 29 in the 
journal Annals of Internal Medicine, 
gave black tea a boost. Among the 
population of tea drinkers—89% of 
whom drank black tea, compared to 
7% who drank green—drinking tea 
was associated with a modestly lower 
mortality risk for those who had two 
or more cups a day compared to non- 
drinkers. People who added milk or 
sugar also experienced the benefit. 
The findings also indicate that tea 
drinkers had a lower risk of dying from 
cardiovascular disease, ischemic heart 
disease and stroke than those who 
didn’t drink tea. 
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Exploring the Great Beyond billion. But the astronomers’ promise remained 
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and as for that $500 million cost? That ballooned to $10 


the same: The images the new telescope revealed would 


he NASA scientists behind the James Webb Space __ be.spectacular. ‘" 

Telescope have spent the better part of the past On July 12, that promise was kept. In a media briefing , 

26 years pleading for three things: patience, time at the Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, . . 
and, in no small measure, money. It was in 1996 that . Maryland, NASA unveiled four new images captured 
a committee of astronomers working with the space by Webb that, by any measure, are flat-out dazzling: ae co 
agency first proposed a next-generation space telescope _ nebulae and galactic clusters, and a giant, never-before- = 
that would be capable of peering 13.6 billion light years seen exoplanet. That’s in addition to.a gobsmacking at 
away—detecting infrared light that has been traveling picture of a galactic cluster known as SMACS 0723—a 
to us since just 200 million years after the BigBang.The ~ swarm of thousands of galaxies, including the most . : 
telescope, they promised, would be ready to launch by distant ones ever observed in the infrared spectrum— : 
2007 and would carry a price tag of just $500 million— revealed at a White House press conference the previous * 
cheap, as these things go. day by NASA Administrator Bill Nelson, with both § 

’ It didn’t quite work out that way. That forecasted President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris . 
2007 launch didn’t happen until Christmas Day 2021, in attendance. 
. * . 


» This image apture 
r ., Webb Space Telescope | 
usands of never-before-seen young 
stars in the Tarantula Nebula. 


[ HOUL 8 TONAIOS ] -n-eee-----: 


“These images are going to remind the world that 
America is capable of great things,” Biden said at the news 
conference. “There is nothing beyond our possibilities.” 
The Webb telescope, he added, “symbolizes the relentless 
spirit of American ingenuity.” 

That Webb works at all is a triumph by itself, as its 
engineering and its location in space make it like no 
other telescope ever built before. The venerable Hubble 
Space Telescope, launched in 1990, circles the Earth in 
an orbit 340 miles (547 km) above our atmosphere, and 
looks like, well, a telescope—a metal cylinder with its 
optics built inside and light streaming in from one end. 
Its conventional look is due to the fact 
that Hubble works in a conventional 
way—seeing principally in the visible 
spectrum. That means its mirrors need 
to be protected from stray light from 
the sun, the Earth and other objects it 
is not observing—hence tucking them 
away inside the telescopic body— 
allowing them to focus on the ones that 
it is viewing. 

The Webb telescope operates instead in the infrared 
spectrum, a wavelength of light beyond the visible spectrum 
that is a measure more of heat than of light. Hubble could 
never see 13.6 billion light years distant that Webb can, 
because visible light from so far away is obscured by dust 
and gas in deep space. Infrared light cuts right through 


that interference. In order to work, then, Webb needs to 
be protected from stray heat, which would blur its infrared 
optics just as stray light would blur Hubble’s visible- 
spectrum mirrors. For that reason, the telescope must be 
kept ultra cold. That makes for some unusual architecture. 


The primary mirrors of the telescope are coated ina very thin 
layer of gold, which helps it to reflect light. 
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30 Days 


How long it took for the James Webb 
Space Telescope to travel nearly 
1 million miles to its current location 


The Webb’s main mirror measures 21.6 feet (6.5 m) 
across, and is made of 18 hexagonal segments, each of which 
can be adjusted on seven different axes with a precision 
down to the nanometer—or a billionth of a meter—allowing 
the overall mirror to be focused for maximum detail and 
clarity. The mirror remains exposed to space, since placing 
it in a housing like Hubble’s main mirror would trap heat. 

It also does not orbit the Earth, where the constant day- 
night cycle of every orbit would cause its own disruptive 
temperature changes. Rather, it is positioned 1 million miles 
(1.6 million km) away, where it station-keeps in what’s 
known as a Lagrange point—a spot in space where the 
gravity of the Earth and the sun cancel 
each other out, allowing objects to circle 
around the invisible point as if they were 
orbiting a solid body like a planet. 

Still, there is the heat of the sun and 
even the remote Earth and moon to deal 
with, and for that reason the mirror flies 
atop a protective sun-shield—perched 
on the shield like a sail on a boat. 
Roughly kite-shaped and as big as a 
tennis court, the sunshield is made of five layers of kapton, a 
foil-like film with a thickness no greater than that of ahuman 
hair. On the outer layer—the side which always faces the sun, 
keeping the mirror in permanent shadow—the temperature 
is about 2302 F (1102 C). On the inner layer, closest to the 
mirror, it is -3942 F (-2372 C). Exceedingly cold temperatures 
like that allow the vanishingly faint, invisible heat of infrared 
signals from deep space to register on the telescope’s mirror, 
and be translated digitally into visible images. 

Webb is as much a time machine as it is an observing 
machine. The farther into space a telescope can peer, the 
farther back in time it’s looking, since images from distant 
objects—even traveling at the speed of light—take a very long 
time to reach us. The image we see of a galaxy 13.6 billion 
light years away is thus not an image of how it looks today, 
but how it looked 13.6 billion years ago, during the universe’s 
infancy. The Hubble space telescope can see a maximum of 
13.4 billion light years distant; while the mere 200 million 
light-year advantage the Webb offers doesn’t seem like much, 
it’s in fact huge. A great deal happened in that particular 200 
million years that telescopes have been blind to it until now. 

The science Webb will be conducting over the years to 
come is for later—and already astronomers around the 
world are clamoring with proposals to book time on the 
Webb to study objects of interest over the coming years. The 
universe can stun with its scope and beauty. Webb, more 
than any observatory before it, is pulling the curtain on all 
of that back. 


SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM 
Return to the Moon 


There is no overstating the scale and 
ambition of NASA’s massive Space 
Launch System (SLS). Until now, the 
Apollo program’s Saturn 5 held the 
record for the most powerful rocket 
ever launched. When its five engines 
first lit on Nov. 9, 1967, they produced 
7.5 million pounds (3.4 million kg) 

of thrust, rattling the windows in the 
press booths and causing plaster dust 
to flutter down from the ceiling of the 
nearby launch control center. Over the 
following five years, nine Saturn 5s 
launched crews of astronauts to 

the moon. 

The SLS is a bigger beast, and it 
needs to be. All of that propulsive 
power is required to launch the larger 
crew capsule and weightier payloads 
required for a return-to-the-moon 
program that will not only send 
astronauts to explore the lunar surface 
for a few days at a time, but will also 
later be used to launch crews who will 
set up a permanent presence there. 
Camping out on a celestial body that’s 
only three days from home is seen as 
an essential first step to learning how 
to live off the extraterrestrial land—a 
critical rehearsal for later journeys to 
Mars which, at minimum, are an eight- 
month trip each way. 

“The SLS is the start of a generational 
effort to return us to deep space and 
keep us there,” says John Honeycutt, 
NASA's SLS program manager. “It has 
got tremendous capability.” 

The SLS had a long history anda 
challenging future even before the 
woes it faced this year, as planned 
launches were much delayed. Finally, 
in the early hours of Nov. 16, NASA 
launched Artemis I ona 26-day 
mission, one that will see the uncrewed 
Orion spacecraft make two wide loops 
around the moon before returning 
home. It’s taken 18 years to get anew 


moon rocket built, at a cost so far of 
$23 billion just from 2012 to 2022 and 
a per-launch price tag of $4.1 billion, 
according to a report by NASA’s Office 
of the Inspector General. “Relying on 
such an expensive, single-use rocket 
system will, in our judgment, inhibit if 
not derail NASA’s ability to sustain its 
long-term human exploration goals to 
the moon and Mars,’ Inspector General 
Paul Martin told Congress in March. 
That warning is especially persuasive 
in an era in which the private sector is 
competing with NASA to bring down 
per-launch costs and safely land and 
reuse boosters, rather than simply 
throwing them away after a single 


use—as was done with the Saturn 5 and 
remains the case with the SLS. 

Pricey or not, the SLS is NASA’s ride 
of choice for this decade and beyond. 
And the space agency will have more 
disposable cash come 2030, when the 
Space Station is deorbited—freeing up 
the $4 billion per year it costs the U.S. 
to operate and maintain it. That should 
make it easier for NASA to make good 
on its near-term moon plans as well 
as its longer-term Mars plans. More 
than half a century after the first moon 
landings, the U.S. remains committed 
to making human beings a multi-world 
species. We are counting on the SLS to 
start that journey. 


In 2024, NASA is planning a second Artemis mission with four astronauts circling the 
moon before returning home, and then a third Artemis lunar landing in 2025 or 2026. 
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Elon Musk carried a washbasin into Twitter headquarters soon after he acquired the social media giant. “Entering Twitter 
HQ - let that sink in!” he quipped in a tweet soon after the $44 billion deal was finalized. 


Elon Musk Takes 
Over Twitter 


The world’s richest man promises to transform the social media giant, 
but some are concerned about the chaos he is creating. 


fter a six-month roller coaster 
A ride, including two lawsuits 

and a number of his personal 
text messages being made public, Elon 
Musk officially acquired Twitter for $44 
billion on Oct. 27, announcing the sale 
with a tweet saying “the bird is freed.” 
Shortly thereafter, he began the first 
of many layoffs, including firing CEO 
Parag Agrawal, CFO Ned Segal and 
general counsel Vijaya Gadde, as well as 
about half of the 7,500 worldwide staff. 

The world’s richest man had tried to 
back out of the deal after announcing 
he wanted to buy the company in 
April. Twitter sued Musk to force him 
to go through with the acquisition. 

He countersued but dropped his suit 
before the trial began. 

Musk, whose Twitter profile bio was 
changed to “Chief Twit,” tweeted he 
had acquired Twitter “because it is 
important to the future of civilization 
to have a common digital town square, 
where a wide range of beliefs can be 
debated in a healthy manner, without 
resorting to violence.” 
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He added that both traditional and 
social media had driven polarization, 
and he would restore “dialogue” on the 
platform. But he also hinted he would 
not look for a total rollback of its rules, 
as some Twitter employees had feared. 
“Twitter obviously cannot become a 
free-for-all hellscape, where anything 
can be said with no consequences,” he 
wrote. “Our platform must be warm 
and welcoming to all.” 

The billionaire Tesla CEO had 
previously suggested he would allow 
former President Donald Trump back 
onto the platform. But doing so could 
alienate advertisers, many of whom 
have put their business with Twitter on 
hold amid the ensuing chaos over fake, 
verified accounts. (Trump has said he 
would not rejoin Twitter even if the 
ban were to be lifted.) In November, the 
Federal Trade Commision warned it 
was “tracking recent developments at 
Twitter with deep concern.” 

Other suspended users could also be 
replatformed, analysts say, including 
right-wing voices that were barred 


for spreading conspiracy theories or 
hateful rhetoric. Along with reversing 
the bans on several accounts, Musk 
could also undo policies designed to 
make the platform safer for vulnerable 
users—typically women, LGBTQ 
individuals and people of color. 

He has said the platform would 
have more lenient content moderation 
policies under his leadership. “If 
it’s a gray area, I would say, let the 
tweet exist,’ Musk said in an onstage 
interview in April. “But obviously in 
the case where there’s perhaps a lot of 
controversy, you would not necessarily 
want to promote that tweet.” 

Still, Twitter’s algorithm may 
amplify extreme political rhetoric 
and conspiracy theories. “It’s going 
to dramatically scale the number of 
extremists that are on the platform,” 
says Angelo Carusone, CEO of Media 
Matters, a nonprofit media watchdog. 
“Not just by restoring accounts, but 
also by signaling to a whole bunch of 
other users that don’t currently use the 
platform that it’s open season.” 


RISE AND FALL 


Elizabeth Holmes 
Found Guilty of 
Committing Fraud 


Ex-Silicon Valley prodigy Elizabeth 
Holmes was the much-lauded CEO 
of Theranos, a biotech company that 
claimed to have invented a machine 
that could run dozens of blood tests 
using just a drop of blood. At its peak, 
Theranos was valued at $10 billion 
and counted Henry Kissinger among 
its board members. But in January, 
Holmes was found guilty on four 
felony counts of fraud and conspiracy. 
In November, a judge denied her 
request for a new trial after a key 
witness for the prosecution showed 
up at her house to express guilt over 
the role he played in her conviction. 
Holmes—whose dramatic rise and fall 
was also the basis of the Hulu series 
The Dropout, based on an equally 
popular ABC podcast series of the 
same name—faces up to 20 years 
behind bars, although she is likely to 
serve considerably less time. (As of 
press time her sentence was not yet 
handed down). 


Elizabeth Holmes was named one of 
TIME’s “100 Most Influential People” in 
2015; Henry Kissinger wrote her profile. 


The concept of a centralized virtual world, a “place” parallel to the physical world, 
has careened into the mainstream landscape. 


WHAT’S NEXT IN TECH 


The Rise of the 
Metaverse 


It’s hard to go online without seeing 
someone yelling about the metaverse, 
whether in rapture or derision. 
Depending on whom you ask, it’s either 
the inevitable future of the internet or 
abillionaire’s flight of fancy, a gaming 
utopia, an “infinite office,’ a brand 
strategy, a sci-fi illusion. 

So what, exactly, is the metaverse? 
For some, it’s a 3D world where you 
walk around as an avatar, interacting 
with other avatars: You can buy and 
sell virtual stuff, go to work, form 
communities, play games, wage 
war. This singular version of the 
metaverse is decades away from 
fruition, if even possible. Both VR 
(virtual reality, which typically uses a 
headset) and AR (augmented reality, 
which layers the virtual world on top 
of the real world) have yet to achieve 
widespread adoption. The amount 
of social coordination, infrastructure 


and advancement it would take to 
build a universal metaverse like those 
portrayed in sci-fi is immense. And it’s 
unclear if this is something people even 
want. In November, Facebook parent 
company Meta fired more than 11,000 
employees in a bid to stem losses after 
spending billions on the metaverse. 
But many see the metaverse as a 
scenario in which we will be able to 
seamlessly bring ourselves and our 
stuff—from fashion to art to spending 
money—with us from platform 
to platform. The ideas of digital 
sovereignty and interoperability 
are key: Instead of having separate 
Facebook and Twitter accounts in 
which everything you post is owned by 
those corporations, you will be able to 
own your digital personhood wherever 
you go. “I think this transition is like 
the one from desktop to mobile,’ Annie 
Zhang, who hosts the podcast “Hello, 
Metaverse,’ says. “Mobile internet was 
not completely groundbreaking—but 
the way in which people interacted with 
the world fundamentally changed.” 


DIGITAL DOLLARS 
Cryptocurrency 
Crashes 


For the first half of 2022, 
cryptocurrency heavyweights Bitcoin 
and Ethereum were down more than 
50% from their all-time highs in late 
2021. In May, TerraUSD, a digital token 
with a $16 billion market capitalization 
that is designed to maintain a 1:1 peg 
with the dollar, plummeted in value, 
triggering a wave of insolvencies that 
wiped out more than $600 billion in 
investor and consumer funds. The 


market continued to sputter in the 
second half of the year, with the sudden 
implosion of cryptocurrency exchange 
FTX creating new waves of turmoil. 
Meanwhile, the year saw continued 
interest on the part of the U.S. 
government to increase its oversight 
of cryptocurrencies, with the White 
House releasing an outline of potential 
future crypto and digital asset 
regulations in September. Among 
the recommendations are increased 
measures to mitigate risks and the 
possible creation of a U.S. Central Bank 
Digital Currency. 
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There’s Something About Harry 


he charmed journey of pop prince Harry Styles 

grew even sunnier this year as the Grammy-winning 

musician and gender-bending fashionista added 
Hollywood leading man to his long list of hyphenates. 
Starring in two movies—Don’t Worry Darling and My 
Policeman, the former One Direction heartthrob, now 28, 
emerged as a new kind of poly-talent superstar, reimagining 
what an “Entertainer of the Year” looks like in 2022. 

Musically, the British native is more on point than ever. 
His effervescent single, “As It Was,” arguably the It earworm 
of summer, topped Billboard’s Hot 100 list for a record- 
breaking 15 weeks. Its parent album, Harry’s House, “had 
about as boffo an opening as any album can have now,’ 
noted The New York Times when it debuted at No. 1, moving 
over a half million units upon arrival. And his massive Love 
On Tour 2022, which included a 15-night residency at New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, was instantly sold out in 
city after city around the globe. 

Ultimately, it was the much gossiped-about Don’t Worry 
Darling—and Styles’ relationship with its director, Olivia 
Wilde—that pushed the Harry juggernaut over the top. As 
TIME observed in September, interest in the film’s major 
players had reached a fever pitch by the time of its premiere 
at the Venice Film Festival. The media frenzy that ensued 
undoubtedly helped propel the movie to the top of the 
box office its opening week. While Styles’ acting may not 
win him any Oscar nods this year, his future on film looks 
bright. The camera clearly loves him—as does seemingly 
everyone on the planet. 


ultaneously topped the box- 
office and Billboard charts. 
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Amber Heard and Johnny Depp hurled accusations of abuse at each other in the courtroom; their fans took up the fight online. 


Love Is a Battlefield 


The most dramatic courtroom scene of 2022 was not on-screen. 


rom day one of the messy, 

combative trial of Johnny 

Depp v. Amber Heard, fans 
began showing up at 5 a.m. hoping to 
gain entrance to the Fairfax, Virginia, 
courthouse where the Pirates of the 
Caribbean star was suing his actress 
ex-wife for defamation. Before long, 
throngs were camping out overnight, 
just to be part of the spectacle; on social 
media, meanwhile, things got even 
rowdier. At issue: Depp wanted to clear 
his name, claiming that Heard’s 2018 
Washington Post opinion piece about 
domestic abuse damaged his career. 
But as the weeks wore on, the case 
about free speech quickly devolved 
into an extraordinary airing of A-lister 
dirty laundry. Mudslinging by both 
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parties included mutual allegations 

of battery along with sordid scenes 
from a tumultuous marriage that made 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? sound 
like a fairy tale. Legal experts doubted 
that Depp would win the case, but on 
June 1, the jury of five men and two 


[YOU] COULDN’T 
LOOK MEIN THE 
EYEAND TELL 
ME THAT YOU 
THINK ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA THERE’S 
BEEN A FAIR 
REPRESENTATION. 


—Amber Heard 


women ruled in favor of the popular 
actor, requiring Heard to pay him over 
$10 million in damages (minus $2 
million in compensatory damages). 
Legal experts told TIME that she might 
have a better chance in front of an 
appeals court judge. The fact that “the 
trial was televised live, jurors were not 
sequestered and videos and memes of 
Depp and Heard on the witness stand, 
including overwhelmingly pro-Depp 
commentaty, were inescapable on 
social media platforms like TikTok” 
may have influenced the jury. (The 
hashtag #justiceforjohnnydepp had 
garnered nearly 22 billion views on 
TikTok, while #justiceforamberheard 
had a mere 166 million.) Stay tuned: 
The sequel is going to be a blockbuster. 


The Slap 


Forget Best Picture. The 94th Academy 
Awards will forever be remembered 

for the moment when actor Will Smith 
bolted onstage and smacked host Chris 
Rock across the face. The trigger: Rock’s 
joke about Smith’s wife Jada Pinkett 
Smith’s buzz cut, saying he looked 
forward to seeing her in G.I. Jane II. But 
Pinkett Smith, who had talked publicly 
about her hair loss caused by alopecia, 
was not amused. Minutes after the 
attack, Smith won the Best Actor Oscar 
for King Richard. The two stars haven’t 
officially reconciled, but Smith has 
apologized on social media and asked 
Dave Chappelle to help broker peace. 


Will Smith has been on an apology tour 
while Chris Rock has been on a comedy 
tour, often joking about the incident. 


Fans Fuel Drama 


Long story short: Pop superstar Justin 
Bieber dated both singer/actress Selena 
Gomez and model Hailey Baldwin off 
and on for years between 2010 and 
2018, when he and Baldwin wed. Fans 
have long insisted the two women were 
feuding, based on some close reading 
of Gomez’s lyrics and both women’s 
interviews and social media posts. 
They’ve denied the reports, but you 
don’t have to be a conspiracy theorist 

to spot some subtle shade, though 
Baldwin (now Bieber) attributes the 
rumors to fans who “wish he ended up 
with someone else.” But they seemed 
to put the rumors to rest when they 
hugged it out in October at the Academy 
Museum of Motion Pictures gala. 


“It’s not even a thing,” Selena Gomez (right) 
told Vulture about the supposed rivalry. 
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Back to the Danger Zone 


Tom Cruise is still top gun. 


om Cruise has been flying under the radar in recent 

years, rarely seen in public or the gossip columns. 

But with his return to the cockpit of Capt. Pete 
Mitchell (aka Maverick), the Top Gun aviator role that made 
Cruise a superstar in 1986, the 60-year-old showed that he’s 
still king of the stratosphere. 

Top Gun: Maverick has raked in a massive $1.47 billion 
since its opening in May, the highest-grossing Cruise film 
ever, and the biggest movie of the year. It is also the rare 
Hollywood sequel that surpasses the original in both quality 
and box-office sales. 

“Top Gun: Maverick is a much better film than its predecessor 
was, and much better than it needs to be overall;’ wrote TIME’s 
Stephanie Zacharek in her review. “It allows its male characters 
to have doubts and insecurities, to fear that maybe they can’t be 
the best, to worry about being too old to matter.” 

Like senior-pilot Maverick, Cruise is indeed facing the aging 
bugaboo. “He still projects the nimble, cocky, perennially 


Tom Cruise is famous for 
doing his own stunts, but 
one scene in which Maverick 
flies at over 600 mph just 
30 feet above ground scared 
even the veteran Navy pilot 
who flew the plane. 


boyish charm that conquered the box office in the 1980s,” 
observed The New York Times’ A.O. Scott. And audiences 
can’t help but notice how the original Top Gun bomber jacket, 
which has hung in Cruise’s personal closet over 30 years, still 
fits his ultra-fit physique like glove. 

But the actor has noticeably matured—and there’s no 
harder worker in the business. Just as Cruise has done 
with six Mission: Impossible movies, famously performing 
his own stunts and involving himself extensively in the 
filmmaking process, the star worked seven days a week 
on Top Gun 2, overseeing the initial development, wooing 
cast members and co-producing with Jerry Bruckheimer. 
“Tom can do everybody’s job,” Bruckheimer has said. 
“He is a terrific actor. He is a better producer than I am 
and surrounds himself with great people.” The effort 
shows. Cruise, who'll return in Mission: Impossible—Dead 
Reckoning next year, remains a hot shot with big dreams 
who still has us gripping the edge of our seats. 


BLOCKBUSTERS 
a e 

Deja Viewed 

This year, sequels continued to 

score with audiences worldwide. 
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Franchise Batman 

Newest Release The Batman 
Date of First Release 1989 
Number of Titles 10 

Lifetime Box Office $30 billion 
Fun Fact Robert Pattinson 
auditioned for the Dark 

Knight role in George 

Clooney’s “nipple” 

Batman suit. 


Franchise Wizarding World 
(including Harry Potter films) 
Newest Release Fantastic 
Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore 
Date of First Release 2001 
Number of Titles 11 

Lifetime Box Office $9.6 billion 
Fun Fact It was filmed entirely 
in the U.K. on sets made to double 


FROM TOP Thor, Black Panther and Doctor Strange in 
the Multiverse of Madness are some of the final projects 
of phase 4 of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 


BOX-OFFICE GOLD for China, Germany and the U.S. 

Multiverse Madness 

The multiverse—the niche, nerdy concept long an Franchise Jurassic Park 

obsession of comic book nerds and featured in shows like Newest Release Jurassic 

Doctor Who—went mainstream this year. And it wasn’t just World Dominion 

in superhero films from the Marvel Cinematic Universe Date of First Release 1993 

and DC Entertainment Universe, but the highly inventive Number of Titles 6 

indie flicks like Everything Everywhere All at Once, Lifetime Box Office $6 billion 

observed TIME writer Eliana Dockterman. Fun Fact Dominion introduced 
The mind-bending term “multiverse” refers to the idea the largest dinosaur in franchise 

that there are many, perhaps infinite, parallel universes history: Dreadnoughtus, which ™ 

composed of the same elements that make up our own weighed in at 130,000 pounds. 


world. Different versions of the same person can exist in 
different universes. We simply have to go “verse hopping,” 


Alpha Waymond explains in Everything Everywhere. Franchise Despicable Me 

It’s also an important concept in the Marvel Newest Release Minions: 
Cinematic Universe, a series of superhero films The Rise of Gru 
produced by Marvel Studios. Characters cross-pollinate Date of First Release 2010 
between MCU franchises like Guardians of the Galaxy Number of Titles 5 
and Thor. And in Doctor Strange in the Multiverse Lifetime Box Office $3 billion 
of Madness, the lead character visits an alt-reality Fun Fact A costumed mascot 
Manhattan covered in flowers where you drive at red version of Bob cemented 
lights and stop at green. Look for more mind-benders in his footprints at Hollywood’s 
Phase 5, set to debut in 2023. Grauman’s Chinese Theater. 
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All Hail the Queens of Pop 


Independent women ruled the charts. 


n 2022, female vocalists broke records, stormed the 

L charts and took control of their personal messages with 
unparalleled aplomb. Albums from icons Taylor Swift and 

Beyoncé both debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard 200. Singer- 

flutist Lizzo and rapper Megan Thee Stallion were close 


From left: Taylor Swift, 
Beyoncé and Lizzo. 


runners-up, entering the charts in the top five. Moreover, 
all earned kudos for their smart songwriting and hands-on 
involvement in the production process. 
Pop mastermind Swift’s moody 10th studio album, Midnights, 
dropped like a blitz: It actually crashed Spotify, trended No. 1 
on Twitter and moved a record-shattering 1.2 million units in its 
first three days. Another milestone: Swift became the first artist 
to claim the top 10 spots on the Billboard Hot 100 at one time. 
Queen Bey notched her first solo No. 1in 14 years with 
her house anthem, “Break My Soul,’ from her album, 
Renaissance, said to be the “first act” of a trilogy. 


And in addition to a captivating appearance on Saturday 
Night Live, Megan Thee Stallion hit her stride with her 
sophomore effort, Traumazine, which included songs about 
her tumultuous life. 

Lizzo’s ebullient “About Damn Time,’ which reached No. 
10n the Billboard Hot 100, heated up summer playlists. She 
captured the girl-power energy of music in 2022 when she sang, 
“Turn up the music, turn down the lights, I got a feeling 
I’m gor’ be alright.” 


WANT PRT Ps 


K-POP IDOLS 


When a Boy Band Grows Up 


BTS, the K-pop superstars who’ve been the bestselling 
musical act in the world for the past two years, announced 
in October that they were taking a “pause” from music. The 
seven “boys,” who actually range in age from 25 to 30, need 
time off to fulfill their mandatory service in South Korea’s 
military and also want to pursue solo projects. So who will 
fill the pricey sneakers of Jungkook, Jimin, J-Hope, Jin, RM, 
V and Suga? There’s Blackpink, a stylish girl group who also 
regularly top the South Korean charts. Also in contention: 
Seventeen, a 13-member boy band that debuted in 2015. 


Some estimate that BTS’ break from music could cost the 
South Korean economy billions of dollars. 
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STREAMING GIANTS 


Battle of the Prequels 


Streaming channels hit pay dirt with opulent, big-budget 
prequels to Game of Thrones (HBO) and Lord of the Rings 
(Amazon). The icy-blond Targaryens in House of the Dragon 
averaged a hefty 29 million viewers, making it the most- 
watched debut in the network’s history. Down under, the 
elves and Harfoots of Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power 


LEFT A third of viewers have watched both Lord of the Rings: 
The Rings of Power (top) and House of the Dragon. 


wooed more than 25 million viewers worldwide in its first 
week, also a record-breaker for Amazon—welcome news 
given Rings’ cost of an unprecedented $80 million 

an episode. 

Whether you were team Westeros or team Middle Earth, 
there was good reason for enthusiasm. The monster ratings 
may owe much to nostalgia and a yearning for more of the 
beloved story lines penned by George R.R. Martin and J.R.R. 
Tolkien. But each prequel proved a worthy phenomenon in its 
own right. Dragon captured “much of the power and grandeur 
of the original,’ observed the Los Angeles Times, which 
praised its “depth of understanding of its female characters 
that GoT took years to find.” Rings, set 1,000 years before the 
events of The Hobbit, garnered mixed reviews, but The New 
York Times applauded its “well-executed versions of familiar 
things: balletic archery, squabbling frenemyship among elves 
and dwarves, a rising evil, even a tempting, cursed artifact.” 

Hankering for more? Season two of Rings is already 
planned, with more to follow: The Tolkien estate only let 
Prime purchase the rights if they committed to doing five 
seasons (or 50 hours). Likewise, HBO announced its winged 
beasts would continue to fly: The network had renewed 
Dragon before episode two even aired. 


NETWORK TV GETS A BOOST 
Sitcoms Make a Comeback 


Much to the chagrin of broadcast TV networks, the classic 
comedies that were once their bread and butter—ratings 

hits and award-winners like Seinfeld and Modern Family— 
have mostly migrated to cable and streaming services. 

But that trend appears to be reversing, thanks to anew 

crop of inventive sitcoms. Exhibit A: the feel-good ABC 
mockumentary Abbott Elementary, starring the show’s 
creator Quinta Brunson and Sheryl Lee Ralph, both of whom 
won Emmys for their work. Abbott, about an underfunded 


Philadelphia school, has gotten the most buzz. But other 
notables are joining its ranks. On CBS, Ghosts, about a young 
couple who inherits a run-down country house full of spirits, 
is frightening good fun. ABC’s Wonder Years, a charming 
reboot of the popular ’80s show featuring a Black family, is 
returning for season two in early 2023. And NBC’s American 
Auto, about a Detroit automaker dealing with a string of 
absurd PR nightmares such as a driverless car that hits only 
African Americans, has been renewed for another season. 


ABOVE, FROM LEFT Can Abbott Elementary, Ghosts 
and American Auto save network television? 
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Sports 


SURPRISING RETIREMENTS OLYMPICGLORY ATHLETEIMPRISONED PICKLEBALL CRAZE 


TENNIS 


The GOAT: Serena Williams 
“Evolves Away” From Tennis 


he greatest female athlete of all time—check that: 
T perhaps the greatest athlete of all time—has been 

thinking a lot about the reason she’s vowed to hang up 
her racket for good. 

“Olympia doesn’t like when I play tennis,” Serena 
Williams told TIME about daughter, Alexis Olympia 
Ohanian Jr. When Williams told Olympia, who turned 5 on 
Sept. 1, that she was soon to be done with the life that made 
her an inspiration to millions, Olympia’s reply was as joyful 
as her mom’s on-court celebrations: a fist-pumping “Yes!” 

“That kind of makes me sad,” Williams admitted in the 
August interview, noting that no kid understands a parent’s 
absence. But the tennis superstar has spent the last few 
years of her career tormented by what she’s been sacrificing 
in order to keep going. “It’s hard to completely commit,” 
Williams noted, “when your flesh and blood is saying, Aw.” 

Olympia is eager to be a big sister. One day in August, she 
blew on a dandelion, wishing for a baby sister. “This is what I 
have to deal with, on a daily,’ Williams said. And yet choosing 
this path requires a calculus that superstar fathers don’t have 
to make. “It comes to a point where women sometimes have 
to make different choices than men, if they want to raise a 
family,’ noted Williams, who turned 41 on Sept. 26. “It’s just 


Greatness is something she knows well. No tennis player, 
male or female, has won more major championships in the 
Open Era than her. Williams earned 10 of her 23 titles after 
the age of 30, by which time most players have retired or 
plummeted in the rankings. Still, it’s what she’s meant off 
the court that makes her the most consequential athlete of 
the 21st century. She, along with older sister Venus, took 
over a country club sport with resistance to a pair of Black 
sisters from Compton, California, baked into its DNA. She 
helped change behavioral expectations for female athletes, 
and by extension women in all workplaces, by exuding 
power and passion. She rewrote the book on body image. 
When pundits, racists and no small number of idiots slurred 
her physical appearance or laughed her off as “masculine,” 
she doubled down on photo shoots and flexes. 

Still, Williams demurs when talk turns to being the GOAT. 
That is, up to a point. “I don’t know any other person that has 
won a Grand Slam or a championship in the NBA or anything 
else nine weeks pregnant,” she said with a laugh. “A two-week 
event. That tournament, I relied on my brain. An athlete isn’t 
just about what an animal you are physically, like a specimen. 
It’s using everything. Your mind, your body, everything. And 
doing that for 20 years. And doing it against people that come 
against you and play the best game of their life. Every single 
time. You can come to your own conclusion after that.” 


[ SLUOdS ] ----------: 


She and Venus went on to learn multiple languages and 

diversify their interests. And Serena, who’s on track to be 
the first female athlete to become a billionaire, also dabbles 
in finance, fashion, acting and film production. Early in her 
career, she faced criticism for moonlighting outside of tennis, 
but she rewrote the rules. Expanding her pursuits prevented 
the burnout that previously plagued so many players. 

When Williams found out she was pregnant right 
before the 2017 Australian Open, she played on with little 
hesitation. “Athletes understand their bodies a million times 
better than the rest of us,’ her husband, Alexis Ohanian, 
the Reddit co-founder told TIME. “Even though the doctor 
was like, ‘You’ve got to take it easy, 100-degree heat, yadda, 
yadda, yadda, Serena said, ‘I got this’ As long as she was 
confident, I was confident.” Serena later told Ohanian that 
she didn’t drop a set the entire tournament because she knew 
it was best to get off the court quickly, for the baby’s sake. 

As for her legacy? “Confidence and self-belief;’ Williams 
says. “And teaching other Black kids, in particular Black 


girls, they can do it, too.” She lists the current top Black 
players on the pro tour—like Naomi Osaka, Coco Gauff and 
Sloane Stephens—and she offered this advice: “Always be 
authentically you. Own who you are. And love you.” 

In her final days as a pro, she shed some tears. She bawled 
while working on an Aug. 9 Vogue essay announcing her 
farewell, though it’s not to say she won’t decide to pick up a 
racket again one day. (She’s even dropped some playful hints 
she may return.) “It’s not that I’ve lost my passion for tennis,” 
Williams explained. “I just get more love and more joy out of 
what I do in the [venture capital] space.” Serena Ventures has 
invested in more than a dozen companies now worth more 
than $1 billion, and nearly 80% of the companies in the firm’s 
portfolio were founded by women or people of color. 

And expanding her family is paramount. “I can’t imagine 
my life without my sisters,” she said. (Besides Venus, she 
grew up with three half sisters.) “When I look at Olympia, I’m 
really not performing at my peak, by not trying harder to give 
her that sibling...there’s nothing better.” 


LEFT Daughter Olympia and husband Alexis Ohanian cheered the legend on during her thrilling 
U.S. Open run in September. RIGHT “We changed the game of tennis,” Williams told TIME of the 
impact she and sister Venus (at left) had on the sport. “We changed how people play, period.” 
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Roger Federer Retires, 
Embracing His Own Greatness 


Winning sometimes came too easily for Roger Federer, who 
announced his retirement at age 41 on Sept. 15. “My mental 
toughness has always been overshadowed by my virtuosity, 
my shot-making, my technique, my grace,” Federer told 
TIME back in 2017. “That’s why when I lose, it seems like, 
‘Oh, he didn’t play so well’ And when I win, it looks so 
easy.... It doesn’t mean I’m not trying hard. It’s just how I 
play. Sorry.” 

No apologies needed. Federer never trafficked in false 
modesty. And why should he? He was graceful and great, 
winning a career 20 Grand Slam titles—and he knew it. And 
it’s only fitting that he left tennis a few weeks after Serena 
Williams, with whom he’s forever connected via similar 
comfort in their own talents and excellence. 

“To the game of tennis: I love you and will never leave 
you,’ Federer promised in his retirement statement. And at 
the Laver Cup team event in London from Sept. 23-25, that 
love was overflowing and on full display. 

Sure, Federer’s tears were understandable. But the visible 
emotion from his fellow players, who, at one point gleefully 
hoisted him in the air, was a treat to anyone watching the 
athletes bid their fellow competitor, and idol, a formal 
farewell. “Taking the microphone is still difficult for me,” 
Federer said at the event, “and I knew it would be hard, but 
when I looked around and saw every second person with tears 


“Even if I cried a lot, they were tears of satisfaction,” said Roger 
Federer at his farewell event in London in September. 


in their eyes, it’s clear it was a special moment. And many 
of them are people I owe a massive vote of thanks to, so it’s 
appropriate to say that in these circumstances, whether I’m 
comfortable or not.” 


Ending a marriage is “painful and difficult, like it is for many 
people who go through the same thing every day around the world,” 
Tom Brady wrote in the Instagram post announcing his divorce. 


Tom Brady Returns to the 
Field but Splits at Home 


Fans barely had time to recover from Tom Brady’s sudden 
retirement announcement on Feb. 1 when the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneer quarterback threw his helmet back into the NFL 
ring 40 days later. The legend, who led the New England 
Patriots to six championships and the Bucs to one, has 
admitted he likes to win, but the current season has been 
anything but a victory lap. He even got caught on camera 
berating his teammates during a tough loss to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers on Oct. 16. Another, more personal, defeat followed: 
On Oct. 28, Brady and his wife of 13 years, Gisele Biindchen, 
announced on Instagram that they had finalized their 
divorce; the split was reportedly a result of his decision to 
return to pro football. So far, 2022 doesn’t seem like it’s going 
to be a winning season for Brady—though he is famous for 
making a comeback in the fourth quarter. 
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Politics at the Winter Games 


Taiwan, whose relationship with China is severely strained, 
was announced during the Olympics’ opening ceremonies as 
“Chinese Taipei,’ a diplomatic workaround. But on Chinese 
TV, the translation was “China, Taipei” as President Xi Jinping 
was shown on viewers’ screens. 

Hours earlier, Xi had met with Vladimir Putin, as Russian 
troops crowded the Ukrainian border. Ukrainian skeleton 


competitor Vladyslav Heraskevych would later flash a sign that 
read “No War in Ukraine” after his run on Feb. 11, but just 13 
days later, his fears became reality. 


Erin Jackson flew the Stars and Stripes after her impressive victory. 


Erin Jackson Makes History 


A former roller and inline skater, Erin Jackson has only 
been competing on ice since 2017. That makes her 

gold medal win in the 500m speedskating event extra 
impressive. The icing on the skate? With her victory—in 
which she bested the field by 0.08 seconds with a time 

of 37.04 seconds—the Florida native became the first 
Black woman to medal in speedskating and the first Black 
woman to win Olympic gold in any individual event at 
the Winter Games. “I just hope it sparks something, like 
maybe a young Black girl saw my race, and she’s, like, ‘Oh, 
well, maybe I should try this,” Jackson said of her victory 
on the ice as well as in the history books. “I think that 
would be amazing.” 
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FIGURE SKATING 


An Ice-Cold Doping Scandal 


Russian Kamila Valieva had tested positive for banned 
substances in late December 2021, so many believed she’d 
be banned from competing in Beijing. When the ruling came 
down on the eve of her event that she could skate while her 
case (still pending at press time) was being investigated, the 
15-year-old found herself the center of intense scrutiny. After 
securing the night’s top score during her short program on 
Feb. 15, the skater broke down in tears on the ice—less tears 
of joy than tears of stress, it seemed. Two days later, she fell 
multiple times and wound up out of medal contention in 
fourth place. (She did nab a gold medal in the team event.) 


Kamila Valieva struggled with her emotions on Feb. 15. 


FIGURE SKATING 


Nathan Chen Strikes Gold 


He had an uncharacteristically error-filled short program 
at the 2018 Pyeongchang games, landing him in 5th, but 
the U.S.’s Nathan Chen was golden from the get-go in 
Beijing. The Salt Lake City native set a world record with 
his score in the short program on Feb. 8, easily taking 

the lead with a margin of almost 6 points. He lost no 
momentum entering the free program on Feb. 10, 
effortlessly landing five quadruple jumps and cementing 


his status as one of the best men’s figure skaters of all time. 


“T just had a blast out there,” beamed Chen, who fittingly 
skated his out-of-this-world long program to Elton John’s 
“Rocket Man.” 


The stars aligned for Nathan Chen’s first-place finish. 


Eileen Gu surely lived up to her nickname: the Snow Princess. 


FREESTYLE SKIING 


Eileen Gu Achieves Liftoff 


At just 18, Eileen Gu’s star soared at the Winter Games after 
grabbing the gold in both the big air and halfpipe events 

(and the silver in slopestyle). She also became the youngest 
Olympic champion ever in freestyle skiing. Gu, who was born 
in San Francisco but competed for China, has “inspired a 
new generation of girls...to venture into the male-dominated 
world of action sports,” hailed Gus Kenworthy, an Olympic 
silver medalist in slopestyle skiing, in an essay he penned 
about Gu for TIME’s 100 Most Influential People of 2022 list. 
“Tt’s hard for athletes...to transcend their sport [but] Eileen 
Gu is an exception to that rule,’ he noted. 
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On July 15 in Russia, Brittney Griner held onto hope—and a photo of WNBA players showing their support back home. 


BASKETBALL 


Brittney Griner’s 
Fight for Freedom 


Her struggles intensify after her sentence appeal is rejected. 


rittney Griner’s nightmare 
[= started in February when she 

was detained in Russia for 
carrying just 0.7 grams (.024 ounces) 
of cannabis oil, an arrest that turned 
the American basketball star into a 
high-profile prisoner exploited by 
a regime looking to showcase the 
limits of American power. On Oct. 
25, the athlete’s days grew darker 
still when a Russian court rejected 
her appeal of her nine-year sentence, 
which was handed down in August. 
After the ruling, she was moved from 
her Moscow jail to one of Russia’s 
notorious and brutal penal colonies. 


“People with more severe crimes 
have gotten less than what I was given,” 
Griner had pleaded to no avail from her 
jail cell in Moscow, in which she’s been 
“wrongfully detained under intolerable 
circumstances,” according to U.S. 
national security adviser Jake Sullivan. 

In July, Griner’s spirits were briefly 
lifted. From behind the bars of her 
defendant’s cage, she humbly held up 
a photo of WNBA players wearing her 
No 42 jersey in her honor at this year’s 
WNBA All-Star game. 

Though support from her peers, fans 
and wife, Cherelle Griner, is strong, fear 
for Brittney’s mental health and physical 


safety is growing, as there are reports of 
abuse and prisoner suicides at the penal 
colonies. As Cherelle told CBS News, 

“ Brittney] is at her absolute weakest 
moment in life right now.... She’s saying 
things to me, like, ‘My life just don’t 
even matter no more.” 

The star’s fate now rests in a longshot 
appeal to a higher court, her lawyers 
say, or a stalled prisoner swap the Biden 
administration has been pursuing since 
July. Griner, though, “is afraid that she 
will have to serve the whole sentence 
here in Russia,’ Alexandr D. Boykov, a 
member of her Russian legal team, told 
The New York Times. 
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SPORT CLIMBING 
Safety Concerns for 
an Iranian Athlete 


As anti-government protests and 
violence continued to spread across 
Iran in October—fueled by the 
September death of 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini in police custody after her arrest 
for “improper” hair covering—the 
major political news story veered 
into the sports world. On Oct. 16, 
Iranian climber Elnaz Rekabi was seen 
competing in Seoul, South Korea, 
in just a headband and without her 
hijab, which is strictly required when 
competing abroad. 

Suddenly, Rekabi’s whereabouts were 
reported as unknown and many feared 


Elnaz Rekabi, competing here in South Korea, has found herself in a dangerous situation. 


for her safety. Then came an Instagram 
post supposedly written by Rekabi 

on her account, insisting her hijab 

had fallen off, though many claimed 
she was forced to say that. And even 


though she issued a public apology after 


resurfacing and returning to Iran on 
Oct. 19 to many cheering supporters, 
the BBC Persian news service has 
reported the athlete is under house 
arrest as the government apparently 
considers its options. 


TENNIS 


A Champ at Fault? 


Even before tennis’ first Grand Slam 
event of the year started Down Under 
in Australia, the action had been 
heating up off-court. Defending 
champ Novak Djokovic—a nine- 
time former champion there and the 
then-No. 1 player in the world—lost 

a legal appeal and ultimately had his 
visa canceled because he chose not to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine. The 
tennis ace was deported on the eve of 
the Open’s mid-January start. 


Australia had been enforcing some 
of the strictest measures in the world 
in their aim to combat the virus, 
and all tournament fans and staffers 
were required to be vaccinated. The 
Serbian star, however, has long been 
one of pro sports’ most vocal anti- 
vaxxers, choosing instead to miss the 
tournament and others (including 
September’s U.S. Open) for his beliefs. 

He’d also caught heat for traveling 
throughout Europe right before he 
headed to Australia, despite claiming 
on his visa application that he hadn’t 
traveled for 14 days. And he copped 


to attending an interview after testing 
positive for the virus because he “didn’t 
want to let the journalist down.” 
Though he played at the French Open 
and won Wimbledon (his seventh title 
there), a return to Australia in 2023 
seems unlikely: His 2022 deportation 
came with a three-year ban from the 
country. In late October, though, he 
hinted in an interview with the Serbian 
sports site sportal.blic.rs that there was 
hope, he felt, for some compromise. 


Novak Djokovic’s tumultuous year meant 
missing a couple of major tournaments. 


The Grand Slam Title Race 


As Novak Djokovic skipped two majors in 2022, Rafael Nadal’s 
French Open victory put him one ahead in all-time Slam wins. 


i: 


Rafael Nadal (22) 


Novak Djokovic (21) 
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Roger Federer (20) 


[ SLUOdS ] ---------- 


PICKLEBALL 
LeBron James Goes 
All-In ona Different Court 


For two years straight, pickleball—which fuses elements 
of tennis, badminton and ping-pong—has been the fastest- 


growing sport in America, according to The Sports & Fitness 
Industry Association. On Sept. 28, Major League Pickleball 
(MLP) confirmed that NBA legend and All-Star LeBron 
James was headlining a group investing seven figures to owna 
team in the expanding league. Soon after that announcement, 
MLP reported an influx of more than 100 inquiries from 
other potential investors and sponsors. Then, on Oct. 20, 
another NBA star, Kevin Durant, announced he was following 
in King James’ sizable footprints, along with those of several 
other already-established owners such as football legends 


Tom Brady and Drew Brees and tennis champ Kim Clijsters. : ss ° Ghd 


As the league expands next year to 16 teams (from 12), 
doubles the number of tournaments and offers $2 million 

in prize money, look for even more pro athlete investors in 
2023 and beyond looking to get in on pickleball’s fun—and its 
financial rewards. 


Pro players battle it out on Oct. 15, in Columbus, Ohio. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Peacocks Show Their Pride 


Never before had a No. 15 seed reached the NCAA 
Tournament’s Elite Eight—but Jersey City, New Jersey’s 
St. Peter’s Peacocks did just that with an inspiring 
Cinderella run during March Madness, beating third- 
seeded Purdue along the way. Though they lost to North 
Carolina on March 27, “I’m super proud of these guys,” 
coach Shaheen Holloway said. “They came in and made 


history, point-blank, period.” 


Deshaun Watson fielded some tough questions on March 25. 
“This is a brotherhood,” senior center KC Ndefo said of the team. 


FOOTBALL 
Deshaun Watson Under Scrutiny 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson, who 
was accused of sexual assault by 24 women, received 

the largest fine in NFL history ($5 million) and an 11- 
game suspension, on Aug. 18. Watson, who maintains his 
innocence, is scheduled to make his return to the league 
on Dec. 4, despite the objections of many who feel his 
punishment was far too light. 
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TRACK & FIELD 


Mo Farah Speaks His Truth 


In The Real Mo Farah, a high-profile BBC 
documentary that aired on July 13, the famed 


Olympian and long-distance runner made a shocking 
revelation. “The truth is I’m not who you think I am,” 


he said. “The real story is I was born in Somaliland, 
north of Somalia, as Hussein Abdi Kahin.” A few 
years after the death of his father due to civil war 
violence, Farah was separated from the rest of his 
family, he explained. Then, at the age of 8 or 9, he 
was trafficked to the U.K. by a woman he didn’t 
know. Forced into domestic servitude, he was told 
that if he ever wanted to see his mother and the rest 
of his family again, he’d keep quiet. “Often I would 
just lock myself in the bathroom and cry,’ shared 
Farah, who previously said he’d come to Britain as 
a refugee. By breaking his silence, Farah shed light 
on the trauma experienced by other trafficking 
victims. And an anti-slavery charity, Unseen UK, 
reported that after the documentary aired, it had a 
20% increase in calls to their modern slavery and 
exploitation helpline. 


mental escape, 


COLLEGE SPORTS 


Trans Athlete Debate Rages 


Politics continued to plague the pool—and other playing 
fields—as trans athletes faced more objections to their 
right to compete in NCAA events in 2022. While the Biden 
administration had pledged to tweak Title IX to include 
more protections for trans students, a March 2022 YouGov 
poll found that 77% of Republicans oppose allowing 

trans students to play on sports teams that match their 
gender identity. Caught up in the battle are the athletes. 
“Trans people don’t transition for athletics,” University of 
Pennsylvania swimmer Lia Thomas, who became the first 
known trans athlete to win a NCAA Division I national 
championship in March, told ABC News. “We transition to be 
happy and authentic and our true selves.... An advantage is 
not something that ever factors into our decisions.” 


ABOVE Lia Thomas placed first at a Jan. 22 event. 


Running was 
the athlete’s 
“lifeline,” a 


he says. 
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WORLD LEADER 


Mikhail Gorbachev 


ikhail Gorbachev will be remembered, at least in 

the West, as a pragmatic leader who transparently 

transitioned the Soviet Union away from its days as 
an Evil Empire and toward a more modernized economy that 
was integrated on a global scale. But for many, Gorbachev, 
who died on Aug. 30 at age 91, was largely seen as the man 
who brought a collapse of Soviet-era prestige and power, 
preaching reform while protecting his own influence. 

When he left office in late 1991 at age 60, the ruler of a 
collapsing Super Power found himself out in the Russian 
cold. The Russian public dismissed him as a fool who 
embodied a failed experiment with communism and 
a worse-imagined pursuit of reform. In the years that 
followed, Gorbachev would emerge in the West as a global 
figure who presided over what was, at the time, seen as a 
peaceful end to the Cold War. “Change is rarely painless,” 
Gorbachev wrote in his 2016 memoirs. “It affects people’s 
lives and interests, and that is why we need to do everything 
possible to mitigate painful consequences. There should be 
no attempt to go for a ‘big bang’ at the outset.” 

Born to a peasant family in Privolnoye, a small village 
800 miles south of Moscow, on March 2, 1931, “members of 
Gorbachev’s generation emerged from the dreadful war with 
optimism and a fierce determination to improve their lives,” 
wrote historian William Taubman. But they were operating 
inside the Stalinist system, which meant no open dissent or 
criticism of the power structure. Recognizing this, Gorbachev 
continued to ingratiate himself with the Communist Party, 
becoming a full member at age 21 and setting in motion a 
career in politics that was marked by careful risk assessment. 


Stalin’s death in 1953 provided an opening for Gorbachev, 
who embraced Nikita Khrushchev’s reformist agenda, and he 
began the slow and steady climb to the party’s upper ranks. In 
1985, he had reached the apex of the Soviet system and started 
what he saw as a last-ditch attempt to save it from itself. “I 
could not imagine how immense were our problems and 
difficulties,” he said in 1991, accepting a Nobel Peace Prize. “I 
believe no one at that time could foresee or predict them.” 

But once he started pulling at the thread of the fraying 
Soviet scarf, it untangled rapidly and violently. Stalinist 
communism overlaid on central European cultures was 
proven incompatible when offered autonomy. Capitalism 
triumphed over centrally planned economies. Lithuania 
broke away from the Soviet Union in March 1990, followed 
quickly by Estonia and Latvia. By the end of 1991, 10 Soviet 
republics would declare their independence. 

In the West, observers saw potential. TIME named 
Gorbachev “Man of the Decade” at the end of the 1980s, 
shortly after the Berlin Wall fell. At home, his people—at 
all levels—held hope and skepticism in equal measure. The 
Politburo was frustrated with Gorbachev’s uneven pace and 
outsized expectations. Rank-and-file Russians were not 
feeling promised reforms. Ultimately, Gorbachev was unable 
to create a durable system of his own. As he was pursuing 
reforms, his inner-circle conspired against him, leading a 
three-day coup in 1991 that left him effectively under house 
arrest. The West sought to keep him in power and the Soviet 
Union functioning and reforming; it obviously did not work. 

The Soviet Union is gone, but Gorbachev never was able 
to fully break with the Soviet mentality. Even out of power, 
there was a temptation to defend Russia’s imperial history. It 
took a child born to a family persecuted by Stalin to turn the 
political power inward to destroy that system. 


1990 


IF WHAT YOU HAVE 
DONE YESTERDAY 
STILL LOOKS BIG TO 
YOU, YOU HAVEN’T 
DONE MUCH 

TODAY. 
—Mikhail Gorbachev 
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Sidney Poitier 


There were great actors before Sidney 
Poitier, and great ones since. But the 
world would have been markedly 
different without Poitier—the first 
Black man to win an Oscar for Best 
Actor—who arrived on the theater 
and film scene in post-World War II 
America just as this country, not to 
mention the world, was scrambling to 
reassemble itself. Poitier, who died on 
Jan. 6 at age 94, helped reshape that 
world to such a degree that we’ll never 
be able to reckon fully with his impact. 

The youngest of seven children, he 
was born in Miami in 1927, while his 
parents, tomato farmers, were visiting 
from the Bahamas. Poitier grew up 
in the Bahamas and moved to Miami 
at age 15; from there, he made his 
way to New York City, where, after a 
brief, unhappy stint in the Army, he 
attempted to launch a career onstage. 

Before long he was cast ina play 
about a working-class Polish American 
family, adapted by the American Negro 
Theatre with an all-Black cast. In 1949, 
he was as surprised as anyone when he 
landed the part in the film No Way Out 
as a young doctor who stirs the anger of 
a racist thug. He continued to land key 
roles through the 1950s, in films like Cry 
the Beloved Country (1951), Blackboard 
Jungle (1955) and The Defiant 
Ones (1958). But just as his career 
should have taken off he was a target 
of Sen. Joseph McCarthy’s anti- 
Communist crusade. 

Fortunately, the breadth and quality 
of roles available to him would improve 
in the next decade, including a reprise 
of a role he’d played on Broadway in 
the film version of A Raisin in the Sun; 
a teacher trying to maintain order 
over a rough-and-tumble classroom 
in London’s East End in To Sir, 

With Love (1967) and the romantic 
comedy For Love of Ivy (1968), for 
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which he also wrote the story from 
which the screenplay was drawn. In 
1967, he starred in Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner as a young man engaged 


to a white woman and meeting her 
parents—played by Katharine Hepburn 
and Spencer Tracy—for the first time. 
As a civil rights activist in the 
1960s, working alongside his friend 
and friendly rival Harry Belafonte, he 
once delivered an emergency infusion 
of cash to Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee leader 
Stokely Carmichael in Mississippi. 
The Ku Klux Klan was clearly aware 
of their presence, and during their 
stay they were awakened at 4 a.m. 
by the sound of a mysterious car 
pulling up outside their window. 


Luckily, watchmen provided by the 
Committee were stationed outside, 
with shotguns, ready to protect them 
from trouble if necessary. 

In the 1970s, he turned to directing, 
a way of having more control over 
how people of color were portrayed 
on-screen. He was the first Black actor 
to win the Best Actor Academy Award 
for Lilies of the Field in 1964, and the 
only one until Denzel Washington won, 
for 2001's Training Day. (Coincidentally, 
Poitier also received an honorary 
lifetime-achievement Oscar that same 
evening.) Poitier knew his career 
had opened a door for others; he saw his 
own work as a beginning. Bigotry and 
racism still thrive, but he believed in, and 
worked for, a world without hatred. 


Nichelle Nichols 


Nichelle Nichols broke barriers for Black women in Hollywood as 
communications officer Lt. Uhura on the original Star Trek television series. She 
earned a lifelong position of honor with the series’ rabid fans and accolades for 
busting stereotypes that had limited Black women to acting roles as servants, 
including an interracial on-screen kiss with co-star William Shatner that was 
unheard of at the time. Like other original cast members, Nichols also appeared 
in six big-screen spinoffs and frequented Star Trek fan conventions. She also 
served for many years as a NASA recruiter, helping bring minorities and women 
into the astronaut corps. “Nichelle Nichols was The First. She was a trailblazer 
who navigated a very challenging trail with grit, grace, and a gorgeous fire we are 
not likely to see again,’ tweeted Star Trek: Voyager alum Kate Mulgrew. 

Nichols passed away on July 30 at the age of 89. 
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Issey Miyake 


Few designers are as synonymous with 
fashion innovation as Issey Miyake, the 
Japanese artist who built his reputation 
on sharp pleating, avant-garde cuts and 
signature fragrances. Miyake, who had 
liver cancer, died Aug. 5 in Tokyo at the 
age of 84. His signature origami-like 
pleating technique was as much a feat 
of engineering as a sartorial statement. 
And his designs were refreshingly 
democratic; he believed in creating 
items that were beautifully made, 

but also comfortable, affordable and 
practical—clothes that transcended 
gender, size, race and age. His approach 
to design was no doubt influenced by 
his life experiences: As a child growing 
up in Hiroshima, he survived the 
atomic bomb dropped by the U.S. in 
1945, developing a bone disease and 
losing his mother three years later to 
radiation poisoning. Miyake, who once 
said that “design is not for philosophy— 
it’s for life” was dedicated to work that 
was functional, attainable and fun. 
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SINGER AND SONGWRITER 


Loretta Lynn 


As her 1971 song said, if you were 
looking at Loretta Lynn, you were 
looking at country. Raised in rural 
Kentucky, married at 15 and a mother 


of four by the time her recording career 


began in 1960, Lynn was revered for 
her authentic, unapologetic approach 


to her life and music, both documented 


in her Coal Miner’s Daughter book 
and its 1980 film. When her family 
announced on Oct. 4 that, at 90, Lynn 
had “passed away peacefully...in her 
sleep at home at her beloved ranch 

in Hurricane Mills,” no country song 
ever written could have matched 

the ensuing heartbreak. As the most 
decorated female artist in the genre’s 
history, Lynn not only opened doors 
for women in Nashville—she kicked 
them down. Hits like “Don’t Come 
Home a-Drinkin’ (With Lovin’ on 
Your Mind)” and “You Ain’t Woman 
Enough” spoke to the hardships of 
poor and working-class women. “I was 
the first one to write it like the women 
lived it,’ said the artist, who bravely 
battled through a stroke and a broken 
hip in her later years and recorded up 
until 2021. As she once put it, “When 
you stop dreaming, you stop living.” 
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ATHLETE AND ACTIVIST 


Bill Russell 


Bill Russell was more than just a Hall of Fame basketball player. His domination 
on the court is the stuff of legends. The 12-time All Star and five-time Most 
Valuable Player anchored a Boston Celtics dynasty that won 11 championships 
in 13 years, the last two as the first Black head coach in any major U.S. sport. But 
Russell, who died at age 88 on July 31, made his towering presence felt far off the 
court, as well. 

“For all the winning, Bill’s understanding of the struggle is what illuminated 
his life,” his family said in a statement that was released on social media after his 
death. “From boycotting a 1961 exhibition game to unmask too-long-tolerated 
discrimination, to leading Mississippi’s first integrated basketball camp in 
the combustible wake of Medgar Evers’ assassination, to decades of activism 
ultimately recognized by his receipt of the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 
2010, Bill called out injustice with an unforgiving candor that he intended would 
disrupt the status quo, and with a powerful example that, though never his humble 
intention, will forever inspire teamwork, selflessness and thoughtful change.” 

In August, the NBA announced it would honor Russell by permanently 
retiring his No. 6 jersey across the league—the first time a player has had his 
number retired by every team. “Bill stood for something much bigger than 
sports: the values of equality, respect and inclusion that he stamped into the 
DNA of our league,” noted NBA commissioner Adam Silver after Russell’s 
death. “Permanently retiring his No. 6 across every NBA team ensures that Bill’s 
transcendent career will always be recognized,’ he later stated. 
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‘IT TOOK ME QUITE A LONG TIME TO DEVELOP 
A VOICE, AND NOW THAT I HAVE IT, 1AM NOT 
GOING TO BE SILENT. ’ 


—Madeleine Albright 


Madeleine Albright 


“There’s a special place in hell for women who don’t help 
other women,” Madeleine Albright once famously declared, a 
motto that came from the scrutiny she faced from women in 
her life when she pursued graduate school while her children 
were still young. Albright—who died on March 23 at age 84— 
became a leading expert on foreign policy during a political 
career that eventually brought her to U.S. Secretary of State 
from 1997 to 2001, the highest-ranking woman in U.S. 
government history at the time. 

Born in Prague in 1937 to a Czech diplomat, Albright was 
a child when her family left Czechoslovakia for England 
in 1939, shortly after the Nazis invaded the country. They 
returned after the war but fled again in 1948 when the 
communists seized power, this time immigrating to the 
U.S. She earned her PhD in public law and government at 


Columbia University in 1976, studying under Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, who later brought her onto the National 
Security Council when he became national security adviser 
to President Jimmy Carter. In 1993, Albright was appointed 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations by President Bill 
Clinton. As secretary of state, she promoted the expansion 
of NATO, led the call for military intervention as Kosovo, 
fought for independence from Serbia, negotiated with Kim 
Jong-il in Pyongyang about nuclear weapons and promoted 
the advancement of women around the world. Those 

who worked with Albright remember her as an effective 
communicator who explained complex international 
issues with clarity, a “gatherer of people” who believed in 
fostering bipartisanship through conversation, a “no- 
nonsense” negotiator who often employed her eclectic pin 
collection to send diplomatic messages and a feminist icon 
whose voice on global affairs long outlasted her years of 
public service. 
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André Leon Talley 


With a five-decade career in fashion, 
editor and writer André Leon Talley 
was a larger-than-life figure who was 
also known as one of the earliest, vocal 
advocates for diversity in the pages of 
high-profile fashion magazines and 
the industry as a whole. Talley, who 
passed away on Jan. 18 at age 73 after 
complications of a heart attack, rose 
from working as an intern for Diana 
Vreeland at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art’s Costume Institute to his role as 
the first Black male creative director 
at Vogue. “I am not made by the 
fashion world. Iam made by coming 
up in the South in my grandmother’s 
home with great values of tradition, 
passion, education, religion and being 
properly decent,” he told TIME in 
2020. “My advice to anyone [looking 
to work in fashion] is to never give up 
your dream. Do your homework...and 
just keep the faith.” 


Jerry Lee Lewis 


Rock’s pioneer pianist-singer, preacher-sinner, Jerry Lee Lewis was 
a rockabilly icon who made as much trouble as he did music. The 
Killer, as he was nicknamed as a child, was a charter member of the ye 

Rock’n’ Roll Hall of Fame, largely known for two songs (“Whole r oa 4 At --; ‘eyes oe = 
Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On” and “Great Balls of Fire”), and for marrying “et 

a 13-year-old first-cousin-once-removed, followed by a string of 
allegations of violence and abuse. He brilliant defined early rock by 
revealing its tangled roots—in white and Black gospel stylings, in the 
boogie-woogie tickling and pounding of a barrelhouse piano, and in 
live performances of seismic unabashedness. He abused himself with 
pills and booze for most of his adult life, and nearly died in 1981 from 
a ruptured stomach. But as he announced at the conclusion of his 
belated, heroically defiant debut at the Grand Ole Opry in 1973: “Let 
me tell ya somethin’ about Jerry Lee Lewis, ladies and gentlemen. I 
am a rock-’n’-rollin, country-and-Western, rhythm-’n’-blues-singin’ 
mother f—.” Lewis died on October 28 at age 87. 
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Taylor Hawkins 


999 


“T never wanted to be ‘just a drummer,” Taylor Hawkins told Billboard Magazine 
in 2019. “I always wanted to write songs and sing.” And as the hard-hitting 
drummer for Foo Fighters, one of the world’s biggest rock bands, the musician 
garnered acclaim for both his inventive, dynamic style on drums and his 
charismatic persona onstage and off. Hawkins died on March 25 at age 50 while 
on tour with Foo Fighters in Bogota, Colombia. He joined the group in 1997 and 
was a major part of their live performances and recordings, with a near-manic 
energy onstage, writing or cowriting several of their songs and helming several 
musical side projects. Two large tribute concerts in September—one in London, 
the other in Los Angeles—drew a long list of renowned performers, including 
Paul McCartney, Rush, Queen and many more. “He was just a kid from Laguna 
who knew that he found what he loved to do, and he worked hard at it, and he 
loved it, and he took it all the way to the top,” Red Hot Chili Peppers drummer 
Chad Smith told Rolling Stone, “but he never forgot who he was.” 


‘IMAKE MY 
PLAYING 
’N’ ROLL, TL 


BOUTIT. 


—Taylor Hawkins 
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Vin Scully 


Vin Scully, the universally recognized 
great sports broadcaster who died on 
Aug. 2 at age 94, is rightly synonymous 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers. Scully, 
born in the Bronx, New York, in 1927, 
spent 67 years with the team, from 
1950 (when they played in Brooklyn) 
until his retirement after the 2016 
season. Many fans at the LA Coliseum 
brought transistor radios to their seats 
in the early days, so Scully could teach 
them the game. “It’s time for Dodger 
baseball,’ became his signature phrase. 
He mastered perspective. After Sandy 
Koufax’s 1965 perfect game: “He struck 
out the last six consecutive batters. 

So, when he wrote his name in capital 
letters in the record books, that “K” 
stands out even more than the O-U-F- 
A-X.” Following Hank Aaron’s 715th 
home run in 1974: “What a marvelous 
moment for baseball, what a marvelous 
moment for Atlanta and the state of 
Georgia, what a marvelous moment 
for the country and the world. A Black 
man is getting a standing ovation in 
the Deep South for breaking a record 
of an all-time baseball idol.” As fellow 
broadcaster Bob Costas said, “He 
stands alone.” 
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SINGER a 
Ronnie Spector 


“Ronnie Spector’s voice made pop songs into pop symphonies. 


You could feel the angst and passion in every note,’ songwriter 
Diane Warren wrote in TIME of the leader of the 1960s girl 
group The Ronettes. The trio’s sexy look and powerful 
voices—with songwriting and producing help from Phil 
Spector—turned them into one of the premier acts 
of the era with such hits as “Be My Baby,’ “Baby I 
Love You” and “Walking in the Rain.” 


‘TVE 


LOVED | 
SINGING FOR 
AS FAR BACK 

ASTCAN 
REMEMBER.’ 


—Ronnie Spector 


“We weren't afraid to be hot. That was our gimmick,” 
Spector, born Veronica Bennett, wrote in her memoir. 
She married Phil Spector in 1968 after the Ronettes broke 
up but suffered in an abusive marriage for four years, 
saying she was kept locked in their Beverly Hills mansion, 
wotried that he would kill her. She later released almost a 
half-dozen solo albums and collaborated with other high- 
profile artists such as Eddie Money, Patti Smith and Keith 

Richards. “I’m just a girl from the ghetto who wanted 
to sing,” she said in 2007. Spector died on 
Jan. 12 at age 78. 


SINGER AND ACTOR 
Olivia Newton-John 


Dame Olivia Newton-John was the 
beloved singer of some of the biggest 
hits of the 1970s and 80s, earning four 
Grammys and global sales of over 100 
million records. She died Aug. 8 at 73 
after a decades-long battle with breast 
cancer. Born in England and raised in 
Melbourne, her soft-rock and pop hits 
passed for country music at the time, 
even being named the Country Music 
Association female vocalist of the 

year in 1974 over stars such as Loretta 
Lynn and Dolly Parton. Her popularity 
surged to new heights with the role 

of Sandy Olsson in Grease (1978) 
opposite John Travolta as Danny Zuko; 
the film was the highest-grossing 
American movie musical of the 

20th century. 

The ’80s ushered in an era of 
reinvention for Newton-John. Like 
Sandy, she traded her squeaky-clean 
girl-next-door image for black leather 
and an edgier sound. Newton-John’s 
revamped, sexier persona took center 
stage in “Physical,” which remained at 
the top of the Billboard Hot 100 for 10 
weeks, becoming the biggest song of 
the decade. 

After being diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 1992, Newton-John became 


4 


a spokesperson for breast cancer 
awareness and a staunch advocate for 
cancer research. She established the 
Olivia Newton-John Foundation Fund, 
which sponsors research into plant- 
based cancer treatments. When her 
signature spandex pants and leather 


jacket from Grease were auctioned, she 


1978 


ensured the proceeds were donated 

to Australian cancer research. “Olivia 
was the essence of summer—her 
sunniness, her warmth and her grace 
are what always come to mind when 

I think of her,’ her Grease co-star 
Stockard Channing said in a statement. 
“T will miss her enormously.” 


SPIRITUAL LEADER 


Thich Nhat Hanh 


On Jan. 22 at a Buddhist temple outside Hue, Vietnam, 95-year-old Thich Nhat 
Hanh quietly “transitioned.” The monk and peace activist was known in the West as 
the father of mindfulness. He taught that we could all find happiness and even bring 
about social change through engaged Buddhism. An author, poet and teacher, Nhat 
Hanh opposed the war in Vietnam and preached pacifism. After being exiled in 
1966 for his antiwar activism, his following only grew. In 1967, Martin Luther King 
Jr. nominated Nhat Hanh for the Nobel Peace Prize. Nhat Hanh eventually formed 
the Plum Village community in southwest France, Europe’s largest Buddhist 
monastery, and built retreat centers and monasteries from the U.S. to Thailand. His 
books were translated into over 30 languages. Spreading the message of mindful 
living, Nhat Hanh brought contemporary Buddhism to the Western world. 
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Gilbert Gottfried 


If some singers are said to possess the voice of an angel, then Gilbert Gottfried’s 
voice might be compared to that of a demon. Gottfried spoke in a hoarse yell 

that was shrill, abrasive, blustering, obscene; but it was exactly this incomparable 
delivery that made fans all over the world want to hear Gottfried say, well, just 
about anything. From innumerable voice-over gigs to guest appearances on 
Comedy Central roasts and late-night shows, he fearlessly pushed the envelope 
toward controversial, “too soon” humor. Gottfried’s voice, and his unimpeachable 
commitment to wielding it, made him a beloved and towering comedic presence 
for decades. He died on April 11 at age 67 from muscular dystrophy. 


Bob Saget 


As both widowed father Danny Tanner 
on the sitcom Full House (and the more 
recent revival series Fuller House) and 
the wisecracking host of America’s 
Funniest Home Videos, actor Bob Saget 
was a fixture in many U.S. households. 
And as a popular stand-up comedian 
who showed his more ribald side in 

live shows, he drew crowds around the 
country. Saget was found dead in his 
Orlando, Florida, hotel room on Jan. 9 
while on tour at age 65, from what was 
later determined to be head trauma 
after a fall. “Bob wasn’t something 

that was taken away from us. He was 
something that was given to us,” 
comedian Jim Carrey said at the “Dirty 
Daddy” tribute show held in June. “You 
created a cathedral of love in this world, 
and that was your life, Bob Saget.” 


TODAY IS THE FIRST 
DAY OF THE REST 
OF YOUR LIFE. AND 
IF THAT DOESN’T 
WORK OUT FOR YOU, 
TOMORROW IS THE 
FIRST DAY OF THE 
REST OF YOUR LIFE. 


—Bob Saget 
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Angela Lansbury 


Angela Lansbury entertained generations of fans over eight 
decades in show business. But even as she watched many 
of her higher-profile contemporaries fade into obscurity 
once they entered their 40s, Lansbury herself was just 
hitting her stride. She landed the title role in the Broadway 
musical Mame in 1966 portraying a roaring-’20s bohemian, 
earning a Tony Award for best actress. In 1975, she got her 
third of five Tony Awards as Rose in the Broadway revival 
of Gypsy. 

Lansbury was 58 when she landed the biggest role of her 
career: Jessica Fletcher in Murder, She Wrote, a surprise 
hit that debuted in 1984 and ran for 12 years. Her career 
continued to thrive on stage and screen in her golden years. 
“T’ll probably pass away with one hand on my script,” 
she quipped to Larry King in 2018. Lansbury passed away on 
Oct. 11 at age 96. 
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Verbatim 


MEMORABLE QUOTES OF THE YEAR 


a 


‘INEED PUTIN] THOUGHT 
HE COULD ROLL INTO 


‘€ 
AMMUNITION, ,g UKRAINE AND THE 
NOT A RIDE.’ 2 WORLD WOULD ROLL 
OVER. INSTEAD, HE 
MET WITH A WALL OF 
STRENGTH HE NEVER 
ANTICIPATED OR 
IMAGINED. HE MET THE 
UKRAINIAN PEOPLE, 


—President Joe Biden in his 2022 
State of the Union address 


—President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
in response to a U.S. offer of evacuation from Ukraine 


"WE'RE THE MIGHTY 
WATCHFUL EYE, GUARDIANS 
BEYOND THE BLUE.’ 


—First two lines of the U.S. Space Force’s official song, “Semper 
Supra,” which is Latin for “Always Above,” the military branch’s motto 


‘SEND 
THE (iin name out of your 


‘lam heartbroken 
today. | am 
heartbroken for 
people around 
this country 
who just lost the 
fundamental right 
to make decisions 
about their bodies.’ 
—Michelle Obama on the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade 


‘Keep my wife’s 


MESSAGE - f—ing mouth.’ 
TO THOSE 
WHO 
DESIRE 
TODO 
THE 
SAME: 
omennemes, | SPEECH 
years as your queen, IS FREE. 
there is no guidebook LIES, YOU ‘That was the 
to follow.... | remain PAY FOR? greatest night 


committed to serving in the history of 
ou to the best of —Wesley Ball, attorney agit 

sti oa for Sandy Hook parents television. 

my ability. during defamation trial —Chris Rock, immediately 


—Queen Elizabeth Il of Alex Jones 


‘ 


yo 


M 


—Will Smith, after slapping Chris 
Rock during the Oscars broadcast 


‘ALL OF US HAVEA 
RESPONSIBILITY 
TO PROTECT OUR 

HOME PLANET. AFTER 

ALL, IT’S THE ONLY 

ONE WE HAVE.’ 


—NASA Administrator Bill Nelson on the Double Asteroid 
Redirection Test (DART) mission to protect Earth against 
the potential threat of an asteroid impact 


—Donald Trump, in 

a statement after a 
deposition during which 

he invoked the Fifth 
Amendment 440 times 


‘In the end, it is not my apologies 
that matter most; it will be the 


actions | take from this day forward.’ 


—Former Los Angeles City Council President 
Nury Martinez, apologizing for racist remarks she 
made about council member Mike Bonin, who is 
white, and Bonin’s young Black son 


‘LOVEIS 
PATIENT. 
20 YEARS 
PATIENT,’ 


—Jennifer Lopez on her 
marriage to Ben Affleck (two decades 
after their first relationship began) 


"WE'RE TRULY FEARFUL 
THAT AT SOME POINT 
WE WILL SEE A 
LIBRARIAN ARRESTED 
FOR PROVIDING 
CONSTITUTIONALLY 
PROTECTED BOOKS ON 
DISFAVORED TOPICS.’ 


—Lizzo, after playing the 200-year-old instrument 


lent to her by the Library of Congress 


‘You are offering us nothing. 
You said this was not 
predictable—this is totally 
predictable when you 
choose not to do anything. 

This is on you.’ 
—Beto 0’Rourke to 
Gov. Greg Abbott, about 
Uvalde, Texas, shooting 
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to enjoy every 
* the Yankees’ 


‘WE ARE 
GOING BACK : 
AND THAT 
JOURNEY, OUR 
JOURNEY, 
BEGINS WITH 
ARTEMISI. 


—NASA Administrator 
Bill Nelson on 
the return to the moon 
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